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X Factor mogul Simon Cowell with the One Direction boys in Wolverhampton, from left, Harry Styles, Niall 
Horan, Louis Tomlinson, Bushbury’s Liam Payne and Zayn Malik 


Queen Square is filled by 4,000 fans braving the sub-zero temperature on Tuesday night to see the boy band tipped 
to win this year’s X-Factor TV show 


Green light for 
stadium revamp 

PLANS to make Molineux into a 37,000- 
capacity stadium have been rubber- 
stamped by Wolverhampton City Council. 

The authority’s planning committee on 
Tuesday approved Wolves’ £40 million propos¬ 
als, which include the expansion of the Stan 
Cullis, Steve Bull and Jack Harris stands. 

Wolves will decide whether or not to go ahead 
with the development, due to begin at the end of 
the current season, by February at the latest. 

The club’s chief executive Jez Moxey said: 
“This is very good news, not just for the club but 
for the whole of Wolverhampton and the sur¬ 
rounding area.” 

Sit-in protest 
over fees hike 

STUDENTS were last night (Wednesday) due 
to hold a 12-hour sit-in protest against the Gov¬ 
ernment’s proposed rise in tuition fees. 

University of Wolverhampton’s Student 
Union were holding a vigil from 7pm at the Mil¬ 
lenium City building with debates on the issue. 
The measure to remove the current cap, which 
could see some annual fees almost triple, was 
due to go before MPs in the House of Commons 
later today (Thursday). 

Wolverhampton has been named by the Lec¬ 
turers’ Union as one of 49 universities at “high 
risk” of closure due to cuts in education funding. 

Wolverhampton South East MP Pat McFad- 
den said: “Instead of sharing the costs we now 
have a proposal for a wholesale transfer of costs 
from the Government to the graduate. 

“That also means universities like Wolver¬ 
hampton will have to push fees up by a large 
amount just to stand still. The Government has 
got the balance wrong.” 


ONE DIRECTION 
MANIA HITS CITY 


FOUR thousand fans 
filled Queen Square to 
see X Factor finalists, 
One Direction. 

With over-excitement and 
sub-zero conditions taking 
their toll, 35 fans were treated 
by West Midlands Ambulance 
crews, as they waited for the 
boy band featuring Bushbury 
teenager Liam Payne. 

Mentored by pop mogul Simon 
Cowell, the heart-throbs per¬ 
formed just three songs - their 
versions of Rhianna’s Only Girl In 
The World, Snow Patrol’s Chasing 
Cars and Coldplay’s Viva La 
Vida - on the stage in Lichfield 
Street. 

Fans were queuing for more 
than seven hours to gain access 
through the barriers into the 
concert area. One group of One 
Direction devotees from Wolver¬ 
hampton were draped in blankets, 
after arriving at 10.30am to be at 
the front of the queue to get the 
best view. 

They had a long wait as the five- 


by Sarah Hazelwood 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

piece group didn’t arrive on stage 
for their brief set until just before 
8pm. Fan Rhiane Darley said: “It’s 
so worth waiting for hours in the 
cold. We’re all absolutely freezing 
but to know we’re going to be the 
first through the gate is really 
exciting.” 

As the gates opened at 6pm, one 
mother spoke of her fear that the 
crowd was packed in too tight. She 
said: “Obviously I wanted to bring 
my daughter because she is a big 
fan but it worries me when every¬ 
body starts pushing to get further 
forward.” 

One person involved in security 
at the event, who asked not be to 
be named, said the stage could 
have been better located. 

X Factor millionaire Simon 
Cowell swept into the city in a 
chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce 
Phantom with blacked-out 
windows before being smuggled 
into a back entrance of Beatties to 
join his proteges. The store had 
closed early to become the band’s 
HQ. 


Cowell and the group were then 
whisked in his Rolls Royce the 
short distance to Queen Square. 
Their arrival on the red carpet was 
greeted by deafening screams 
from fans in front of a covered 
stage next to New Look. 

Dozens of fans without tickets 
watched from the warmth of KFC, 
where they bagged prime views on 
the top floor. 

Cowell thanked the “fantastic 
crowd” for turning out to see the 
boys in the freezing weather. He 
said: “Are you going to vote on 
Saturday? Who are you going to 
vote for? Who’s gonna win? 

“To everyone who queued for 
tickets and who came here 
tonight, from me and the boys, a 
massive thank you.” 

One Direction wished fans a 
Merry Christmas as fireworks 
ended the evening with a bang. 

Meanwhile, Liam Payne’s 20- 
year-old sister Ruth will feature in 
the Pink Productions show, Beat 
It, at the Mill Theatre at the 
Dormston Centre in Sedgley on 
Tuesday and Wednesday nights. 
Liam is a former member of the 
theatre group. 



Pictured are some of the first fans to arrive, from left, Becky Turley, Robbie- 
Leigh Martin, Molly Brown, Rhiane Darley, Amy McGregor, Kim Wills, Luke 
Wills, Ellisa Smith, Marie Smith, Codie Hyden 
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Care home plan for former pub site 


A LANDMARK former Wolver¬ 
hampton pub may become a care 
home, creating 60 jobs. 

The Spread Eagle, in Birmingham 
New Road, may become a 56-bed 
home under plans sent to Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council. 

The pub, near Coseley, closed in 
September. Spokeswoman Aimi 
McNeill, for LNT Construction said it 
would have an even residential 
care/dementia care split. 

“This would create around 50-60 
jobs for the local area,” she said. “The 


region urgently requires high-quality 
care provision. 

“It would be provided by sister 
company Ideal Care Homes who also 
operates East Park Court in nearby 
Bilston.” 

Councillor Mike Heap said: “All 
three Spring Vale councillors think 
it’s a very good idea. The pub has been 
closed for a couple of months and it 
has been targeted by vandals as most 
pubs that shut are these days. 

“This is a really worthy redevelop¬ 
ment.” 


The plans at the Spread Eagle are 
the latest put forward to transform 
eyesore pub sites in the Black 
Country and bring them back into 
use. 

Earlier this year, councillors on the 
planning committee approved pro¬ 
posals to turn the former Wood Hayes 
pub in Wood End Road, Fallings 
Park, into a 69-bed nursing home, 
with the creation of 60 jobs. 

Plans have also been submitted to 
transform the former Island House 
pub, in Stafford Road, Oxley, into a 


new KFC drive-through restaurant. 

LNT Construction was behind the 
building of Tibbington Arms, Tipton, 
and Holloway Street, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

The Spread Eagle was sold after it 
was shut by previous owners Admiral 
Taverns, who said it was surplus to 
requirements. 

A hand car wash operating from 
the pub’s car park also closed. 

City council bosses are due to make 
a decision on the Birmingham New 
Road care home plans in March 2011. 
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Labour looks set 
to regain control 

wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 

LABOUR this week looked certain to 
win back control of Wolverhampton City 
Council after a Liberal Democrat coun¬ 
cillor confirmed she was backing its bid. 

The party is tabling a motion of no confi¬ 
dence in the Tory-Lib Dem coalition in charge 
of the council at its next meeting on Monday, 

December 15. 

The council was deadlocked because it had 30 
Labour councillors in opposition to 25 Tories and 
five Lib Dems. 

But Councillor Claire Darke, the Lib Dem 
former schools chief, tipped the balance of power 
when she withdrew support from the coalition in 
September. 

Her announcement that she will vote for Labour 
to win gives a vital boost to Labour leader Council¬ 
lor Roger Lawrence. 

Supportive 

She said: “I am supportive of the motion and will 
vote in favour of it. 

“It is what Liberal Democrat members in 
Wolverhampton South West want. 

“I’m not asking for anything from Labour. This is 
just the right thing to do. 

“They are the largest party and therefore they 
have the support of the majority of people in 
Wolverhampton.” 

Labour lost control of the council in 2008 when 
the Liberal Democrats agreed to support the Tories 
in an alliance. They later formed a full coalition. 

Since being in power the coalition delivered a 
council tax freeze. 

Coalition leader Councillor Neville Patten is 
refusing to resign and has told Labour that if it 
wants power it will have to “take it”. 


Praise for school links 



Penn Hall pupils Nana Birakwiye (front) and Russell Bunn (back row, centre) pick up a 
Link2Learn award alongside representatives of the school, HSBC and the British Council 


M54 crash motorist killed 
after escaping from her car 


A DRIVER, aged 51, was killed 
by passing traffic after climbing 
from her Peugeot 306 following a 
crash when she lost control on the 
M54 near Wolverhampton. 

The woman from Staffordshire, is 
understood to have been hit by a car 
and a lorry near the spot where she lost 
control. 

The woman’s blue estate car 
ploughed into bushes alongside the 
hard shoulder of the westbound car¬ 
riageway between junctions 2 for 


Stafford Road and 3 for Albrighton at 
7am on Sunday. 

She managed to get out of the 
damaged car in the dark and is thought 
to have walked on to the hard shoulder 
before being hit. 

Ambulance, police and fire crews 
rushed to the scene, near a pedestrian 
foot bridge off Pendeford Hall Lane, 
Pendeford. 

The drivers of the car and lorry were 
treated for shock. 

The westbound carriageway was 


closed for seven hours while police 
combed the scene and debris was 
cleared. 

Witnesses are asked to contact police 
on 0121 626 1285. 

In another incident, a woman driver 
was taken to hospital after her silver 
Toyota Corolla was in collision with a 
lorry on Wolverhampton’s ring road. 

The crash was at the Bilston Street 
island. The woman’s injuries were not 
life-threatening, according to the 
police. 


A WOLVERHAMPTON school has been commended with a 
special award for its excellent international links. 

Penn Hall School, a special educational needs school which 
caters for pupils with physical and sensory needs, was named 
as the Special Schools Winner in the Link2Learn Awards. 

During the past two years staff and students have visited 
Bulgaria, Spain, Italy, Poland and Hungary, learning all about 
different cultures as part of the British Council’s Comenius pro¬ 
gramme. 

The Link2Learn Awards were held in London and head¬ 
teacher David Parry travelled down with students Russell 
Bunn, aged 19 and Nana Birakwiye (15) to receive the accolade. 

Mr Parry thanked the Link2Learn programme and sponsors 
HSBC for the fantastic opportunities that the programme had 
given to students and said that the impact of the programme is 
apparent throughout the school. 

Penn Hall was the only Midlands school recognised in the cer¬ 
emony, which saw awards handed out to primary, secondary 
and special school for their excellence and innovation in inter¬ 
national school partnerships. 

The two students had both been on trips abroad as part of the 
international scheme, with Russell visiting Poland and Nana 
going to Sicily, Italy. 


Driver high 
on heroin 
left injured 
hurt in road 

A MOTORIST high on heroin who mowed 
down two cyclists near Wolverhampton and 
then wrecked a woman’s car was jailed for 16 
months. 

One of the riders hit on the A449 Stafford Road 
suffered a broken back and now has to wear a brace. 
Addict Jack Hayward accelerated away and, after 
stopping to change a wheel with the help of passers- 
by, ploughed into a car in Cannock. 

Nick Burn, prosecuting, told Stafford Crown 
Court that Hayward’s Fiat, lurching along on its 
rims, was finally stopped by a police officer running 
alongside and grabbing the keys. 

Hayward, aged 26, of Winston Churchill Court, 
Bilston, admitted dangerous driving. Judge John 
Maxwell imposed the maximum two-year sentence 
for the offence, but had to reduce it by as third 
because of the defendant’s guilty plea. 

Swerve 

The judge told him: “This is such a bad case of dan¬ 
gerous driving, I’m also going to disqualify you for 
three years.” 

Mr Burn said the incident started on the A449 at 
Coven where another motorist saw Hayward’s Fiat 
pull out from a lay-by in front of a car which had to 
swerve. 

The witness saw the Fiat zigzag from lane to lane 
of the dual carriageway before trying to undertake a 
Renault. Two cyclists were in the nearside lane and 
the witness watched in horror as the Fiat hit them. 
One of them suffered a bad cut on the elbow, 
sprained arm and shoulder and lacerations from the 
hip down. 

Paul Westwood, of Cheslyn Hay, had broken his 
back in two joints, damaged a leg and had lumps on 
his skull. He cannot walk far and is in constant pain, 
Mr Burn said. 

The crash didn’t stop Hayward, who sped away 
before stopping to change a wheel near the A5. A 
short time later, in Crab Lane, Cannock, he struck a 
car. 

Police came across the Fiat in Common Lane, 
Cannock, limping along at 5mph with sparks flying 
from wheel rims. 

Hayward will have to take an extended test before 
his driving licence will be restored. 


Tenants’ issues 
‘being ignored’ 

TENANTS of high rise blocks in Wolver¬ 
hampton claim their demands for improve¬ 
ments to services are being ignored. 

Residents of the three blocks and adjoining 
maisonettes on the Vauxhall estate off Tettenhall 
Road have complained of missing emergency light¬ 
ing in stairs, rats in a derelict generator building, 
leaking garages, loose wiring and no maintenance 
inspections on new kitchens and bathrooms. 

The issues were raised in September. 

Dave Poyner, the 80-year-old chairman of Vaux¬ 
hall Residents’Association, said: “We are led to the 
conclusion that the services which we pay for in 
either rent or service charges are not being under¬ 
taken or even satisfactorily monitored. 

Views 

“This shows a weakness in the senior manage¬ 
ment structure. 

“Two people have been seen on this estate but they 
looked in only two blocks and stayed only 15 
minutes. 

“There are no avenues of consultation with the 
tenant board members so how they are aware of our 
feelings on many issues I do not know and this estate 
can’t be on its own with these views.” 

Kate Hughes, spokeswoman for Wolverhampton 
Homes, said: “We are grateful to Mr Poyner for con¬ 
tacting us with his feedback and will be writing to 
him shortly with a detailed response to his queries.” 
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Jailed - Joseph Mason 


Gambling addict jailed over bank fraud 


A GAMBLING addict from 
Wolverhampton has been jailed for 
more than two years after tricking 
bank staff into letting him withdraw 
£40,000 from more than 40 cus¬ 
tomers’ accounts. 

Joseph Mason, aged 32, walked into 
branches of Lloyds TSB, NatWest and 
Barclays and persuaded tellers that he 
was a legitimate customer who had lost 
his bank card. 

Police believe he had picked victims at 
random from the phonebook, before 


phoning banks to see if they were a cus¬ 
tomer there. 

If they were, he would bluff his way 
through security checks before persuad¬ 
ing them to give out more personal 
details than he had given them. 

He would appear confident, sometimes 
claiming that bank staff had his personal 
details incorrectly recorded and convinc¬ 
ing them to change them. 

In all, 41 victims were targeted as 
Mason withdrew between £70 and 
£4,100. He withdrew just over £40,000, 


and failed to get another £10,000 when 
he failed security checks. 

Mason, who has previous convictions 
for fraud, was identified from bank CCTV 
systems and was arrested when he flew 
into Birmingham Airport in August as he 
returned from a holiday with his wife. 

The conman, of Warstones Crescent, 
War stones, admitted 15 charges of fraud 
and asked for another 32 similar offences 
to be taken into consideration. 

Branches targeted included Wolver¬ 
hampton, Kingswinford, Sutton, as well 


as Liverpool, Stockport, Cheshire and 
Crewe. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
how his crime spree spree ran between 
September, 2007 and May of this year. 

He was jailed for two years and three 
months. 

Mr Kevin Saunders, defending, said 
Mason was a “chancer” who needed treat¬ 
ment for his “pathological gambling 
addiction”. 

He said: “This wasn’t professional or 
sophisticated.” 


Off-licence 
plan sparks 
crime fear 

A PLAN to turn a former inter¬ 
net cafe into an off-licence just a 
few yards from a Wolverhampton 
children’s centre, has sparked 
fears of a rise in anti-social behav¬ 
iour. 

The site at the Chervil Rise shop¬ 
ping precinct in Heath Town would re¬ 
open as Virgin Booze under the plans, 
if given the go-ahead by the city 
council. The premises are next to the 
Hope Family Centre. 

Agent Danny Hardy, of Willenhall- 
based Licensed Trade Legal Services, 
said CCTV and other security meas¬ 
ures would be installed. He said the 
measures would discourage loitering 
and yob behaviour. 

But Sue Allen, who manages Hope 
Family Centre and has lived on the 
estate for 17 years, has written to the 
council claiming it could lead to an 
increase in alcohol-related crime and 
disorder if the shop is licensed from 
8am-11pm. 

Frail 

She said: “I strongly feel this appli¬ 
cation has the potential to attract the 
wrong people to the precinct, which 
does not face the main road and is 
fairly enclosed. 

“The position of the premises on the 
precinct also raises concern for the 
safety of the elderly who have to come 
to pay their rent. 

“Many of them are frail and already 
fearful of going out due to the gangs of 
young people who gather in the area. 

“Children of all ages pass through 
the precinct alone on the way to the 
chip shop or to our groups, and there 
is potential for people under the influ¬ 
ence of alcohol to be drinking on the 
precinct which will then create a 
public nuisance.” 

Heath Town Tory councillor Mar¬ 
garet Findlay said: “We have got a 
poor level of health in Heath Town, 
and the last thing we want is people 
being able to buy alcohol virtually 24 
hours a day.” 

Mr Hardy said the store would 
provide a responsible, useful service 
for people in Heath Town, and that the 
applicant was meeting with a council 
licensing officer this week to discuss 
concerns raised. 

Comments on the proposal can be 
made to the council until tomorrow 
(Fri). A decision will be made by 
January 13. 


Singers tune up 

A CHURCH in Codsall is taking 
some Christmas spirit out into the 
community by holding two evenings of 
carols at a local pub. 

Carol singers from St Nicholas 
Church will be at The Crown, on Wood 
Road, this Sunday (12) from 7pm and 
Tuesday (21) from 8pm. 


Taxpayers’ £1m bill 
for council posts axe 
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AXING 12 high-earning officers at Wolverhampton City Council 
will cost taxpayers almost £ 1 million in the first year—with one direc¬ 
tor alone eligible for more than £155,000 in redundancy. 

But bosses said that the annual savings of an overhaul of senior manage¬ 
ment would be up to £1.2m a year. Council chief executive Simon Warren is 
proposing that the number of council directors be reduced from four to three 
as the authority tries to save £70m by 2015. 

In his report to the ruling Tory cabinet which was due to meet last night 
(Wed) Mr Warren said: “The proposals involve a fundamental review of the 
way the council operates and positions itself. 

“The council also has a duty to protect the citizens of Wolverhampton from 
suffering disproportionately from the reductions facing public sector spend. 

The magnitude of the challenge 
cannot be overemphasised. 

“While the city has many things to 
be proud of, there are also some deep- 
rooted problems on which years of 
growth in public spending have made 
little or no impact. It is now clear that 
this level of intervention cannot be 
maintained. 

Value 

“With less public money available 
across the city, the council and its 
partners are focusing on squeezing 
value from every penny that is spent.” 

Currently Roy Lockwood oversees 
children and young people on 
£113,817 a year, Sarah Norman is in 
charge of social services on £111,816 
and Richard Hill is in charge of cus¬ 
tomer and shared services and is on 
£113,817. 

Steve Boyes is in charge of regener¬ 
ation for the council and was paid 
£121,073 last year, which included 
filling in as interim chief executive 
until Mr Warren was appointed. 

It has not been revealed which 
officer’s job will be deleted. A further 
11 chief officers out of 21 are also 
facing the axe. 

The current budget for chief officers 
runs to £2.2m a year. 

The role of overseeing regeneration 
will be split between the three 
remaining directors. 


Chance to make 
mincemeat out 
of pie challenge 

MINCE pie fans are being chal¬ 
lenged to put their money where their 
mouth is by attempting to break a 
Guinness World Record. 

Wolverhampton-based charity The 
Haven is inviting competitors to join 
them in the Mander Centre tomorrow 
(Fri) and attempt to eat three mince 
pies in as fast a time as possible. 

The current record stands at one 
minute 26 seconds and was set by 
David Cole on ITV’s Paul O’Grady 
Show in December 2005. 

Anyone who can beat the time could 
see their name appear in the Guin¬ 
ness Book of World Records. 

The Haven provides refuge accom¬ 
modation and other support services 
for women and children affected by 
domestic violence and homelessness. 

The record-breaking attempt will 
take place between 2.30-4.30pm at 
the former Sports Soccer unit and 
participants are asked to pay £2. 

Anyone should email info@haven- 
refuge.org.uk or call Grace Lee on 
01902 572173. 


Parking firm 

THE company that controls car 
parking at a major Black Country 
shopping centre is being prosecuted 
over claims that drivers have been 
fined illegally. 

Observices Parking Consultancy 
(OPC) and Douglas Harris, one of the 
company’s directors, are due in court 
next month to face a range of charges 
over the way parking tickets have 
been issued to shoppers parking at St 
John’s Retail Park in Wolverhampton 
city centre. 

The move comes amid fears that 


due in court 

people making two short visits on the 
same day to the shopping centre, 
where parking is free for two hours, 
have been wrongly accused of leaving 
their vehicle throughout the time 
between the first arrival and the final 
departure. 

Shoppers can leave a vehicle there 
for two hours without charge but are 
fined £100 to stay longer and warned 
the bill could rise to £400 if the 
parking ticket is challenged unsuc¬ 
cessfully. 


Jungle fun - get us in there! 



Nick Lewis (left) and Heetan Mangal (right), both aged 14, with Helen Spiteri 
from the University of Wolverhampton 


IT sounds more like a bush tucker 
from I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here, but youngsters in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton seemed happy to hold snakes, 
tarantulas and skunks during a 
special university event. 

Schoolchildren with physical and 
sensory needs were given the opportu¬ 
nity to interact with tropical animals 
as part the session, organised by 
third-year Events Management stu¬ 
dents at the University of Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Held at the newly-opened Old 
Fallings Adventure Playground, the 
group of University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton students organised the event 
together with Aiming High for Dis¬ 
abled Children, part of the city 
council’s play service. 

Questions 

Tropical Inc, an award-winning 
company which specialises in exotic 
animals, encouraged the children to 
ask questions to increase their aware¬ 
ness of the creatures. 

Assistant play worker Ciara Burns 
said: “The playground has been 
designed to allow children with dis¬ 
abilities to participate fully in a pro¬ 
gramme of activities as well as 
influence the ongoing development of Third-year events management 
the site.The playground is located in student Laura Page, holds a snake 
an area with cultural and ethnic as part of an event for children with 
diversities.” special needs 
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Fast food 
site in bid 
to open 
until 5am 

A FAST food restaurant in 
Wolverhampton has launched a 
controversial bid to open until 
5am, seven days a week. 

Council officers have voiced con¬ 
cerns at the plan. The restaurant, 
Number 1 Pizza takeaway in Market 
Street, has been handed two formal 
warnings by the city council for 
trading beyond its allowed opening 
hours. 

The restaurant has permission to 
open until 3am on Monday to Satur¬ 
day and 2am on Sunday. But the 
owners, who have traded at the site for 
six years, claim they are being left out 
of pocket. They say they have to turn 
away people at the busiest time of the 
night. 

In a report to the council licensing 
committee, environmental safety 
oficer Jayne Freeman-Evans states: 
“When the trading hours are extended 
to the early hours of the morning this 
can become a significant contributory 
factor to problems in the vicinity. 

Alcohol 

“In addition to this, due to the busi¬ 
ness hours of trade many of the clien¬ 
tele of the fast food businesses in this 
area of the city centre many have been 
frequenting other licensed premises 
within the city centre and may have 
consumed levels of alcohol. 

“Consequently, the area has and in 
certain areas still suffers from acceler¬ 
ated litter, with public waste recepta¬ 
cles regularly overflowing due to the 
type or amount of litter being gener¬ 
ated.” 

A similar application was rejected a 
year ago as police and environmental 
safety bosses warned against extend¬ 
ing the opening hours. The second of 
the formal warnings for illegal late 
trading was issued in June. 

A statement submitted from 
Licensed Trade Legal Services Ltd, for 
the takeaway reads: “With respect to 
the evening trade it is currently 
licensed for late night refreshment 
until 3 am where obviously the target 
market is predominantly the late 
night pub and club sector. 

“The current permitted closing time 
unfortunately coincides with the most 
lucrative time of the evening, whereby 
hungry revellers who have vacated 
their night time venues and wish to 
purchase fast food are refused service. 
This sometimes leads to confronta¬ 
tion.” 

A decision on the application is due 
to be made by licensing bosses on 
December 9. 


Bringing home 
Christmas cheer 

AN EVENING of music, entertain¬ 
ment and festive cheer is in store 
when Wombourne’s St Benedict’s 
Church presents A Christmas At 
Home. 

The event tomorrow (Fri) brings 
together some of the village’s hidden 
gems, who will be performing instru¬ 
mentals, solos, poems, monologues 
and carols. 

Tickets are £6, with mince pies and 
mulled wine included. Admission for 
children under secondary school age is 
£3. Call 01902 893450. 




























































Page 4 WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 09 2010 


thechronicle 





Two-year wait until council job losses kick in 


“Significant” job losses at Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council will not kick in 
until 2012-13, bosses said today. 

Council chiefs say they are on target 
to cut £20 million from their budget in 
the wake of government spending cuts 
next year. 

But they are expecting to have to dip 
into reserves in January to plug a 
£6.4m hole in next year’s budget. 

That is still £1.2m better off than 
had been feared after the Government 

Panto return 
to Grand for 
a star couple 

Bosses at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre have spoken of their delight at 
welcoming Linda Lusardi and Sam 
Kane back to the city after it was 
announced the couple would star in 
next year’s pantomime Snow White. 

The pair will take on the lead roles as 
The Wicked Queen and the Prince in 
next year’s pantomime. 

The show was announced just days 
before larger-than-life star Christopher 
Biggins prepares for his role as Widow 
Twankey in this year’s 3D show Aladdin 
at the Lichfield Street theatre. 

Both Linda and Sam are no strangers 
to the pantomime at the Lichfield 
Street theatre. She starred as Snow 
White in 1993 alongside Star Wars 
actor Kenny Baker and The Chuckle 
Brothers. 

Travelling 

Both appeared in a production of 
Robin Hood alongside John Inman, 
while Sam Kane again performed at the 
venue as Dick Whittington in 2007. 

Theatre bosses said they were 
delighted at attracting top stars to the 
venue every year, and spoke of the 
importance of the annual pantomime 
for the city. 

Spokeswoman Vicky Price said: “The 
panto is really important to the commu¬ 
nity in Wolverhampton. 

“It brings together people from all 
over the country. Last year we had 
people travelling from up and down the 
UK and it will probably be even more 
this year because of Christopher 
Biggins and Paul Zerdin. 

It also really helps the economy in 
Wolverhampton because people are 
coming into the city and having meals 
and spending money here. The pan¬ 
tomime is really the heart of the Grand 
Theatre.” 

Tickets for Snow White will go on sale 
on December 13. Aladdin opens on 
Friday and tickets are still up for grabs. 

Pupils boost 
charity funds 

PUPILS at a secondary school in 
Wolverhampton raised £850 for charity 
during a non-uniform day. 

St Edmund’s Catholic School in 
Compton Road West is holding 
fundraising activities in the run-up to 
its 40th anniversary next year, raising 
cash for Children in Need and an 
Indian school. 

Collection raises £166 

A COLLECTION at the Mander 
Centre in Wolverhampton City Centre 
in September raised £166.87 for the 
Bethany Children’s Home in Nepal. 


announced 28 per cent cuts to local 
government funding. Overall the 
Council has to cut £70m by 2015. 

A voluntary redundancy scheme for 
at least 100 people has been launched 
and 10 high-earning officers, includ¬ 
ing a director, will be axed next year. 

The council employs 12,645 people. 

This year’s cuts include reducing 
funding for school meals by £400,000 
over two years, turning Pendeford 
Mill Nature Reserve into a self¬ 


funding centre or closing it and charg¬ 
ing council staff for car parking. 

Wolverhampton’s residents will get 
the chance to influence future deci¬ 
sions in an online consultation start¬ 
ing today on its website. 

Until December 10 people can regis¬ 
ter their views at www.wolverhamp- 
ton.gov.uk 

Assistant council chief executive 
Joanne Lancaster said: “In common 
with the rest of the public sector, the 


council faces an uncertain and chal¬ 
lenging future. “We think it’s impor¬ 
tant that local people should have a 
say on these plans.” 

Chief finance officer Pat Main said: 
“There’s another £27m we have to find 
in 2012/13 and there will have to be 
significant changes to how things are 
run.” 

But council leader Councillor 
Neville Patten and finance boss Coun¬ 
cillor Wendy Thompson said it was too 


early to put a figure on the number of 
jobs that will go. Similar sized Walsall 
Council is preparing for 427 job losses. 

Councillor Thompson said there 
was currently £36.9 million in 
reserves but that at least £15m 
needed to be kept as a contingency. 

She added: “If we used our reserves 
they would be exhausted within 18 
months and once the money is gone, 
it’s gone forever. Using the reserves 
would not be a long term solution.” 


Ladies who lunch no 
more as guild closes 


A GROUP for women in Wolverhampton which arranges social 
events and outings is disbanding after 44 years in existence. Bushbury 
Townswomen’s Guild has decided to close due to falling numbers. 

With just 12 members left, the women, who range in age from their 30s to 
their 90s, are unable to afford running costs. At its peak the club attracted 
dozens of women. They met for one last Christmas lunch. 

They enjoyed that at Sir Jack’s Restaurant, Molineux, before calling it a day. 
Organiser Margaret Saunders, aged 74, of Linley Drive, said: “It’s a shame 
because we’ve always had a lovely time but we’re getting older and there’s not 
many of us left. 

“We would have guest speakers each month and arrange coach trips to places 
like Cheltenham but we can’t do that with so few people. Our youngest recruit 
is a sister from New Cross Hospital who is in her 30s but the next youngest is 

_ ^ —- 1 59 and the oldest is 91.” 
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although there are clubs 
across the South 
Staffordshire border in 
Wombourne and Codsall. 

Stella Hart, chair¬ 
woman of the Tettenhall 
Townswomen’s Guild, 
said: “We have extended 
an invitation for the 
ladies from Bushbury to 
join us. 

“It can be a little diffi¬ 
cult because of the dis¬ 
tance but we are 
encouraging them to use 
the ring and ride 
service.” 

The group meets on 
the first Monday of the 
month in Claregate 
Pavilion at 2.15pm. 


The Guild’s first meeting back in 1969 


The committee at its inaugural meeting 


Margaret Saunders and Christine Turner, seated,with, from left, Doreen 
Cripps, Maureen Evans, Sallie Ward, Irene Moule, Dot Moore and Sheila 
Oliver, from Bushbury Townswomens Evening Guild, at their last lunch 


Shop hit 
by sixth 
raid in 
9 months 

THIEVES smashed the shut¬ 
ters of a Wolverhampton shop 
and stole £400 worth of alcohol 
last week — the sixth raid there in 
nine months. 

Raiders struck at Samra Super¬ 
market in Dudley Road, Blakenhall, 
at 2.30am on Friday. 

Harjinder Samra, aged 33 whose 
family has run the shop since 1981, 
said: “This is the sixth break-in since 
the beginning of March. Previously 
they have taken around £1,000 
worth of cigarettes on each occasion 
but we have now moved that stock 
overnight. 

Shutting 

“They threw the cash register 
across the store in frustration 
because they could not find any this 
time. 

“I feel like shutting up shop. It 
cannot go on like this.” 

It emerged last week that 11 shops 
in the Dudley Road area had been 
burgled since September. 

Dal Uppal from nearby Uppal 
Sweet Centre added: “I have had four 
raids or attempted break-ins 
recently. The whole thing has got 
completely out of control.” 

West Midland Police spokesman 
Lee Page said officers were investi¬ 
gating. 

Late opening 
for shoppers 

CHRISTMAS shoppers can take 
advantage of late night shopping in 
Wolverhampton. 

Many city centre stores will be 
opening their doors until 9pm every 
Wednesday until December 22 and 
also on December 13/14/16/17/20/21 
and 23. Many stores will be open 
until 7pm on Saturdays (11/18) and 
until 5.30pm on Christmas Eve. 

There is also free parking at Fold 
Street, the Mander Centre, Beatties 
and Birch Street from 5.30pm on all 
late night shopping evenings. 

Meanwhile a range of events are 
being held in the city centre to get 
shoppers in the festive spirit 
throughout December. 

They include a Christmas Market 
in Dudley Street and Queen Square 
every day from tomorrow (Fri) to 
Sunday (19) between 9am-5pm. 

Father Christmas will be leading a 
spectacular parade around the city 
centre from noon on Saturday (11). 


Warning over scams 


SCAM phone calls about a 
bogus computer virus has led 
Wolverhampton trading stan¬ 
dards to warn people to be on 
their guard. Scammers pre¬ 
tending to be from Microsoft or 
Windows offer to fix a fake com¬ 
puter virus, leading computer 
owners to unwittingly give 
remote access to data on their 
PCs. 

Peter Calvert, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton City Council’s trading stan¬ 
dards manager, said callers 
sound convincing. “They will 


ask for a fee of anything up to a 
couple of hundred pounds to fix 
what is actually a fictitious 
problem,” he said. 

The scammers believed to be 
based outside the UK. 

Any such calls, they should 
be reported to the trading stan¬ 
dards department on 01902 
551155. Victims who have lost 
moneyshould contact The 
National Fraud Authority. This 
can be done via its website 
www.actionfraud.org.uk or by 
calling 0300 123 2040. 


Festive food for thought 


A FREE guide is available 
suggesting places to eat and 
drink in Wolverhampton and it 
saves you money in the 
process. Eat in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton showcases nearly 30 estab¬ 
lishments to wine and dine at 
around Christmas. 

It also contains 13 pages of 
money-off vouchers with no 
restrictions on how many 
times you download them. 
Emma Cleary, Wolverhampton 
City Council’s development 
and promotions officer, said: 


“Wolverhampton has lots of 
great pubs and restaurants 
and we have brought them 
together in one handy guide. 

“We hope Eat in Wolver¬ 
hampton will raise the profile 
of places to eat and drink out in 
Wolverhampton and encour¬ 
age people to support local 
businesses.” 

It is available from venues in 
the city, by downloading it from 
www. Wolverhampton, gov. uk/f 
oodanddrink or by calling 
01902 551069. 


Charity wants runners 


RUNNERS in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton are being urged to take up 
a charity’s challenge. 

Midlands Air Ambulance is 
for the first time sending ath¬ 
letes to run next year’s London 
Marathon on their behalf and 
has five places still up for 
grabs. 

Anyone prepared to take up 
run will need to raise a 
minimum of £3,000 in sponsor¬ 
ship for the rapid response 
charity, which celebrates its 
20th anniversary next year. 


The big day is April 17 when 
around 36,000 participants are 
due to 26 miles through the 
capital city. 

Jason Levy, head of fundrais¬ 
ing at Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance, said: “The Virgin London 
Marathon is the biggest in the 
world and one of the most 
anticipated sporting events in 
the UK calendar. 

For more information and to 
reserve a place visit www.mid- 
landsairambulance.com or call 
Jason on 0800 840 2040. 
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Ruth Badger with helpers 


Ruth lights up home town 


IT was a real family occasion 
when successful businesswoman 
and TV Apprentice show runner up 
Ruth Badger returned home to 
switch on the Christmas lights in 
Wednesfield. 

Among the crowd that greeted 
the 32-year-old were her parents, 
Andrew and Edna Hall, brother 
Wayne, sister-in-law Lucy, nephew 
Ted (6) and niece Issy (4). 


“I would not have missed this for 
the world,” said Ruth, who now 
runs three businesses and lives in 
London. 

“I get invited to all kinds of weird 
and wonderful events but this is 
the one that I cleared my diary for. 
I am a Wednesfield girl born and 
bred and love to come back as often 
as possible. I was born at New 
Cross Hospital, went to school 


here, got my first job here and only 
moved to London when I was 24.” 

Local organisations, businesses 
and Ruth provided the funds to 
purchase the 20ft high Christmas 
tree that stands outside Wednes¬ 
field library. A service at which 
children from five primary schools 
sang carols was held at St Thomas 
Church and a charity collection 
made by Wednesfield Rotary Club. 



Crowds brave the cold at the lights switch-on 


Youth group 
can Dance 
Now after 
£100,000 aid 

WOLVERHAMPTON’S Central 
Youth Theatre has been awarded 
almost a £100,000 grant for a 
dance project entitled Everybody 
Dance Now. 

This is a celebration of social dance 
in Wolverhampton through history 
and across cultures led by Central 
Youth Theatre (CYT) which involves 
people from all generations as well as 
six European youth theatre groups, 
Wolverhampton-based Kuumba 
Youth Theatre and many other com¬ 
munity groups from across the city. 

In August 2011 the project culmi¬ 
nates in a week-long international fes¬ 
tival. Everybody Dance Now is a 
Dancing for the Games project 
inspired by London 2012 and part of 
the Cultural Olympiad in the West 
Midlands. 

Unique 

It has been funded by Legacy Trust 
UK, an independent charity set up to 
help build a lasting cultural and sport¬ 
ing legacy from the 2012 Olympic 
Games, Arts Council England and 
Advantage West Midlands. 

CYT director Jane Ward said: “To 
hear that we have been successful 
with this application has been the 
most amazing news possible. For over 
a year a steering group of over 20 
young people, and myself, have 
worked tirelessly to create a unique 
idea that will translate into a really 
amazing project for all those involved. 

Most importantly, in realising this 
project we will be creating employ¬ 
ment for young graduates, apprentice¬ 
ship opportunities and training for 
young people. 


Council leader 
can lord it on 
his anniversary 

WOLVERHAMPTON City Council 
leader Neville Patten and his wife Pat 
are to become a Lord and Lady. 

They celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary this week and 
their children bought them the titles 
of Lord and Lady Patten as well as a 
balloon ride over the West Midlands. 

Mr Patten, Tory group leader on the 
council, and Mrs Patten have been 
councillors for more than 20 years. 

They have sons Andrew, aged 49, 
Stuart (46) and Lee (41) and a daugh¬ 
ter, Sharon Plested (48) and seven 
grandchildren. Andrew lives in 
Chicago and Stuart in New Zealand. 

Mrs Plested said: “We’re very proud 
of everything they’ve done for us and 
for Wolverhampton.” 


Jail for internet dater 
who stole gift money 


wolchron@expressandstar.co.uk 
AN INTERNET dater who 
befriended women before betray¬ 
ing their trust has been jailed for 
eight months after stealing £170 
Christmas money from a victim’s 
14-year-old son. 

Danny Price was branded “mean” 
by a judge after a court heard how the 
teenager had planned to spend the 
money on fishing tackle. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told how 37-year-old Price had struck 
up a relationship with the youngster’s 
mother after contacting her on an 
internet dating site during November 
last year. 

Price sent her emails and text mes¬ 
sages before finally meeting her in 
December. 

Invited 

She invited Price to stay with her 
and her son over Christmas. But he 
took the cash that her son had been 
given by his father. 

When she confronted Price he 
became “evasive” but denied any 
wrongdoing, the court heard. 

Price, of Park Street South, Blaken- 
hall, then got word to the mother that 
he had suffered a heart attack, posing 
as Price’s friend “Mick” when she 
phoned to investigate. 

The woman called police and Price, 
who has 16 previous convictions for 
dishonesty, was arrested before 
pleading guilty to theft. He told offi¬ 
cers he had spent some of the money 
on himself and some on “food and 
treats” for the boy’s mother. 

Trust 

Judge John Warner said the young¬ 
ster had been “very, very upset” by the 
theft and had now “lost trust” in his 
own mother because she had let the 
thief into their house. 

He told Price: ‘You’ve taken advan¬ 
tage of this lady and breached the 
trust that was placed in you. 

“It wasn’t a very large sum, but it 
was an extremely mean offence to 
steal a young man’s Christmas 
present and it’s even affected his rela¬ 
tionship with his mother. 

“Your record and your behaviour 
shows you to be a thoroughly dishon¬ 
est man. 

The court was told that in 2009, 
Price met a woman on an internet 
dating site before stealing a laptop, 
Nintendo Wii console and games. 

He was given a suspended sentence, 
which he breached by stealing the 14- 
year-old’s money. 



From pigsty to studio and Eric still 
takes to airwaves at the age of 91 


In his favourite spot - hospital radio presenter Eric Cull is still going strong at 91 


VOLUNTARY hospital radio 
presenter Eric Cull boasts a 
broadcasting career of nearly 50 
years - and is still going strong at 
91. 

He has been working in radio since 
1963, and has been part of the set up 
at Radio Wulfrun at New Cross Hospi¬ 
tal for 20 years. 

The Wolves season ticket holder, 
from Wednesfield, plays records while 
his wife, Joyce, aged 66, walks around 
the wards getting requests from the 
patients. 

The couple, who celebrated 25 years 
of marriage last month, fill a 90- 
minute Sunday morning slot. 

Eric said: “It’s a show we do for all 
those patients who are frightened or 
afraid, to try to give them a lift. We 
hope to encourage them to visit a place 
of worship, no matter what religion, 
we want them to believe. 

“I really enjoy my time working at 
the hospital. It gives me something to 
do and gets me out of the house.” 

Irish-born Eric knew he wanted to 
be a broadcaster after seeing Ameri- 


by Jonathan Pritchard 

can soldiers in Belfast during the 
Second World War recording messages 
on wax discs to send home. 

He said: “As soon as I saw them I 
was hooked. It amazed me; straight 
away I thought I want to do that.” 

But Eric owes his start in broadcast¬ 
ing to pigs. He was struggling to 
achieve his dream, but got his lucky 
break when working for a chemist 
delivering packages to farms. 

One generous customer gave him 
four pigs as a thank you. 

Book 

Over the next four years he reared 
the pigs and eventually sold them, and 
used the money to buy his first tape 
recorder. 

By 1963, he had converted his old 
pigsty into a studio. This led to him 
writing a booklet about his life, enti¬ 
tled From Sty to Studio. 

Eric worked for radio stations in 
Ireland, presenting and producing 
shows, before moving over to England 


in 1974, where he landed a role with 
Beacon in Wolverhampton, while also 
broadcasting Irish shows. 

In 1982, he got another lucky break. 
By this time, Eric was 73, an age 
where most people would have retired, 
but he carried on making shows, eager 
to spread his passion for radio to other 
people. 

He sent tapes of his shows to his 
niece, who lived in Perth, Australia. 
She gave the tapes to a radio station 
and before he knew it, Eric was on a 
plane Down Under. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” he said. “One 
day we got a letter saying I’d been 
invited to Australia. There were two 
tickets to Perth along with it. I couldn’t 
say no.” 

Eric and Joyce lived in Australia for 
three months while making radio 
shows for two different stations, before 
he returned to the Midlands. 

Kitty Ballinger, is a friend of the 
couple, and also helped out taking 
requests from patients at New Cross. 
She said: “Eric has had an amazing 
life. The work he and Joyce do is fan¬ 
tastic.” 
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Raider told 
shoppers 
to lie on 
the ground 

AN ARMED raider has been 
jailed for more than four years for 
striking a Wolverhampton shop 
worker’s head and ordering cus¬ 
tomers to lie on the floor during a 
bungled heist. 

Alex White covered his face with a 
bandana when he stormed into 
Hydroblooms near St John’s Retail 
Park and pointed the imitation 
weapon at worker Michael Burly as 
he threatened to shoot him. 

The 21-year-old ordered the three 
shoppers and Mr Burly to lie on the 
ground and demanded money from 
the till and safe, but they had been 
cleared out. 

Shouting 

Mr Julian Elcock, prosecuting, 
said: “He carried on shouting and 
demanding money. He reached over 
the counter and struck Mr Burly to 
the back of the head. 

The defendant was ranting and 
shouting and said: ‘You think this is 
a joke? I’ll shoot you, take your watch 
off.” 

Mr Burley gave White the £200 
watch before he fled, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

The three customers and Mr Burly 
followed the gunman from the 
Church Lane business. He was 
tracked to an industrial estate on 
Upper Villiers Street and police were 
called. 

White, of Rayleigh Road, Penn 
Fields, admitted possession of the 
imitation firearm and robbery follow¬ 
ing the drama, which happened at 
4.40pm on August 28. He was jailed 
for four years and three months. 


Morrisons 
link to big 
city store 

SUPERMARKET giant Morrisons 
could open a massive store in Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

The retail company has approached 
bosses at Peel Holdings, the firm that 
owns Peel Retail Centre in Stafford 
Street. 

It is believed a £15 million develop¬ 
ment with 100,000 sq ft of space would 
create 500 jobs. 

The supermarket would be the 
biggest in Wolverhampton, and 
almost double the size of the Asda 
outside Molineux. 

Discussions 

The development would also 
include 720 parking spaces and be 
open in 2012. 

The property planning manager of 
Manchester-based Peel Holdings, 
Gareth Finch, said: “We have been 
approached by Morrisons. We have 
had discussions with other parties 
also. 

“However, we have not had any firm 
expression of interest from Morrisons. 
Negotiations have yet to start.” 
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Spiteful 

brother 

admits 

offence 

A MAN burgled his 
sister’s Wolverhampton 
home in a “spiteful act” 
to supply a friend with 
money for drugs, a court 
heard. 

David Westwood, 
aged 38, broke into the 
property in Pond Lane, 
All Saints, with Nathan 
Perry, a 20-year-old 
addict from Cannock. 

The pair stole a 
cashbox containing £70, 
a Nintendo Wii console 
and games, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court 
heard. 

Howard Searle, pros¬ 
ecuting, said that on 
June 4 they climbed into 
the home of Westwood’s 
sister Pamela through 
an open downstairs 
window. 

The stolen goods were 
sold within an hour and 
used to buy drugs, said 
Mr Searle. 

The pair both pleaded 
guilty to burglary. 

Glyn Whitehouse, 
defending Perry, said: 
“It’s a great shame 
because he had made 
progress in getting off 
cocaine and heroin. It 
was an impulsive act.” 

David Bratt, for West- 
wood, said: “It was an ill- 
thought-out, spiteful act 
but the family has been 
reconciled.” 

Westwood, of Haw¬ 
thorne Road, Blaken- 
hall, was ordered to 
carry out 200 hours’ 
unpaid work in the com¬ 
munity. 

Perry, of Broad- 
meadow Lane, Cannock, 
was sent to a young 
offenders’ institution for 
a year. 


Burglary blighted 
victim’s last days 



A BURGLAR has been 
jailed for five years for attack¬ 
ing a pensioner in her Wolver¬ 
hampton home and blighting 
the final months of her life. 

John Rooney tricked his way 
into the 86-year-old’s home in 
Prestwood Road, Fallings Park, 
after bumping into her as she 
returned from posting a letter. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard how Margaret Jacobs, who 
had been burgled before, unwit¬ 
tingly invited Rooney in when he 
asked if he could use the bath¬ 


room. She later found the 36- 
year-old rummaging through 
drawers in her bedroom. 

Timothy Harrington, prosecut¬ 
ing, told how Rooney followed the 
frail pensioner downstairs and 
grabbed her purse, pushing her 
away when she put a hand on his 
arm to stop him. 

Mrs Jacobs suffered severe 
bruising to her wrist when she 
fell against the fireplace and was 
greatly distressed, the court 
heard. 

The victim has since died fol¬ 
lowing another, unrelated fall. 


Lost Royal message found 


A PERSONAL mess¬ 
age of thanks from the 
Queen to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Pensioners Conven¬ 
tion has been recovered 
and presented to 
members who never 
knew the plaque existed. 

The framed document 
was found by council 
staff at former local 
authority offices in 
Clarence Road in the city 
centre. 

It was handed to 
delighted chairman Mike 
Nicholls at the group’s 
annual meeting. 

The 70-year-old now 
hopes to trace any pen¬ 
sioners who remember 
the message, which was 
awarded by the Palace in 
1992 “in recognition of a 
project of long term 
benefit to the nation”. 

Mr Nicholls, who lives 
>n Wolverhampton’s 
East Park estate, said: 
“This is like treasure to 

3 . 

“We didn’t know this 
existed.” 


From 

Reg 


left convention members Michael Bagnall, 
Jones and Mike Nicholls with a personal 
message of thanks from the Queen 


Judge Nicholas Webb told 
Rooney: “The last few months of 
her life were clouded by this inci¬ 
dent and you are responsible for 
that.” 

The court was told last week 
that two people outside an off- 
licence across the street had 
spotted Rooney lurking in the 
alleyway before the break-in at 
Mrs Jacobs’ home. 

Four days earlier, Rooney he 
had broken into a property in 
Halesworth Road, Pendeford, 
while a couple were out for lunch 
at a local pub. They returned to 
find the back door kicked 
open and the husband’s 
wallet missing. 

A neighbour, one of 
three who saw Rooney’s 
green Audi van outside, 
was able to give detec¬ 
tives the registration 
number. 

Rooney, of Bridge 
Street, Willenhall, was 
arrested six days later in 
Wolverhampton city 
centre. He pleaded guilty 
to both burglaries, which 
took place on May 28 and 
June 1. 

Regrets 

John Roe, defending, 
said Rooney had a 
number of serious convic¬ 
tions, including rape, but 
only one for burglary. 

“He very much regrets 
his behaviour and feels 
remorse on hearing of 
Mrs Jacobs’ death,” he 
added. 

The judge said he was 
increasing the length of 
Rooney’s sentence in 
prison because of the vio¬ 
lence he used on Mrs 
Jacobs. 

He told him: “There is 
no mitigation on your 
case except for your 
guilty plea.” 
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Address found on Change of mind 
dumped rubbish on land provision 


A SALES adviser from 
Wolverhampton whose 
household waste was 
found illegally dumped 
on a car park in the city 
has been given a three- 
month conditional dis¬ 
charge. 

Terri Anne Howell, 
aged 23, of Leasowes 
Drive, Merry Hill, told 
Wolverhampton Magis¬ 
trates Court last week 
that she gave cardboard 
boxes to two men who 
called at her home after 
they promised to take 
them to the skip. 


However, the rubbish 
was found by environ¬ 
mental officers from 
Wolverhampton City 
Council on July 6 
dumped on a car park off 
Warstones Drive, Merry 
Hill. 

Howell’s name and 
address was found 
among the waste. 

She was found guilty 
of failing to failing to 
ensure the proper dis¬ 
posal of household waste 
by an authorised person 
or transport. 


The developer behind 
plans to build 149 homes 
in Wolverhampton is to 
be allowed to reduce the 
amount of open space it 
provides. 

Redrow Homes 

already has permission 
for the scheme at Bank- 
field Works, Greenway 
Road, Bradley. 

Permission was 
granted in January, 
2008, with the condition 
that at least 3,800sqm, 
nearly an acre, of open 
space be provided. 

Redrow wants to 


change this to provide 
2,823sqm instead. 

Planners now say they 
are willing to let them do 
it as long as they pay 
towards creating open 
spaces elsewhere. 

Head of development 
control Stephen Alexan¬ 
der said: “There would 
be no objection to the 
proposed reduction, pro¬ 
viding that a compensa¬ 
tory payment of 
£46,625.44, is made 
towards the off-site pro¬ 
vision or enhancement 
of public open space.” 


This isn’t morals 
court, says judge 


A MAID who helped run a 
brothel has avoided a prison 
sentence after a judge said he 
was not presiding over a 
“court of morals”. 

Married Marisa Paterson, of 
Wingfoot Avenue, Low Hill, 
Wolverhampton, was the first 
person police spotted when they 
raided the shop, called Fun Place, 
on Bearwood Road in Bearwood. 

Paterson, seen in public as a 
respectable figure, attending a 
ladies event at Wolverhampton 
Racecourse, admitted working as 
a maid and receptionist, taking 
phone calls and bookings. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard last week that she would 
greet customers and arrange for 
rooms for customers and girls. 

Customers would then pay the 
girls and Paterson, aged 39, 
would receive tips. 

Paterson, who also admitted 
updating the brothel’s website, 
pleaded guilty to assisting in the 
management of a brothel. A 



financial investigation is now 
under way to see what financial 
gain Paterson made from her 
employment. 

Judge Nicholas Webb said: 
“This is not a court of morals, it’s 
a court of law. What you did was 
illegal, but this is not a case 
where there is any evidence that 
you took a guiding, or by any 


stretch of the imagination, a 
leading role in the management 
of this brothel.” 

He gave Paterson a community 
order and ordered her to do 80 
hours of unpaid work. 

Mr Gurdeep Garcha, defend¬ 
ing, said she was now hoping to 
help her husband run a new busi¬ 
ness. 


Wolves 
star calls 
all to walk 

FORMER Wolves goal¬ 
keeper Matt Murray is 
urging people in Wolver¬ 
hampton to don their 
Santa hats and join him 
in a festive walk around 
the city’s West Park on 
Friday. 

Matt will be leading 
walkers on the one-mile 
stroll next Friday. 

It has been organised 
by Wolverhampton Prim¬ 
ary Care Trust’s popular 
Walking For Health 
scheme, which arranges 
more than 30 health 
walks in the city a week. 

Mark Evans, commu¬ 
nity walking developer 
for the scheme, said: 
“There’s no better way to 
escape the stresses and 
strains of Christmas 
preparations than with a 
bracing walk. 

“We’re delighted Matt 
has agreed to put on his 
Santa hat and join in.” 

Walkers should call 
01902 444601 for details 
of the meeting time. 

Backing for 
waste plans 

PLANS to create a food 
waste storage depot in 
Wolverhampton have 
been recommended for 
approval. Food scraps 
will be collected and 
taken to the site, which is 
based in Hickman 
Avenue, East Park. 

Waste will then be 
transported daily to a 
food recycling plant in 
Four Ashes for conver¬ 
sion into compost. 

In an effort to reduce 
the risk of odours, 
Wolverhampton City 
Council requires detailed 
plans of the waste con¬ 
tainers before it can 
approve the application. 



Lowest priced inks in Wolverhamj 


inkexpress 
01902 307111 W 
Ink Cartridge Mega Deals 


Ink System Conversions 
Cut your ink coats by Wtt with 
a continuous ink system!! 


EPSON 5Z0S21 SX11& 
SX21 & 3X218 SX415 etc 
Compatible ink cartridge sot 


EPSON R285 P50 PX650 
PX71OW PX72QW PX02OFW 
Compatible ink cartridge set 


FROM £29 


Canon Compatible inks 
CLI-S, PCI-5, CLI-521 & 
PG-520 


EPSON Stylus SX218 

Printer Scanner Copier 

Includes 'compatible ink &et 
FREE extra black ink Jj 
=—— - FREE pack gloaay paperTj 

H FREE g&b lead 


Buy direct from our Wolverhampton 

ink outlet unit, open G days a week! 


Wide range of ink cartridges stocked 
for Brothsr Canon Epson Lexmark Rtf 

luSSRiS Monday-Friday: 9AM-5PM 

Unit 20 , Fallings Pr.rfc Ind ustrial Estate-, Park Lara:. WV1 D 9QB 


Printer fault? Requires ^ 
a aa*vtca try our low " J 
coat repair service, 

Free asbmates JMf 
and advice! 
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to *m ftttfJtmtrtwfiitdas atendm ttaf m- 1 A/ -jr-i 

Mitt it* to tftoato ,^/ifto. fists*** jbs m&f 

WHY MOVE? JUST IMPROVE!!! 

Are your window draughty and tired? 

cwf twak&yn}? frames fran&atxi i 

jMmwmmmoisjHiiicrBAim ’ 

B SHMOTY JUD QUAIL If YOUR PHORHYV MJ11IEII0US3... M 

QUALITY MIT EXPHISIUE. frSPRKBftt 

aim wMa w ante nwtUCteWltetelHroSate? 


Wien DeRosa Ufa' 

+ Expeit Advice 
+ Comteons Sdss Staff 
+ Tidnsd Instillsis 
+ Excdlait After Sdss 
+ Quality Products 
+ liisn laics Backed Gna mute 

vutAitALde-rosaoaili 

+ SvJth Fascia* 

+ Cladding 
+ Soffits 
+ Guttering 

* Ho Mo is PAIHTIHG! 

* Ho Mo is LADDERS! 

* MAIH7EHAHCE FREE! 

+ Enjoy Yo nr Spate Tims! 
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LETTERS 


At Specsavers, the 
price of your hearing 
aids now includes 
eveiything you need 


wlien ■you buy ol hearing aid, the extras can significant iy add to the 
price. Not any mo le. Our complete digital healing |jackoige includes 
all the essential extrasand stalls fiom £4-95. 

A f i gs lisa i ng test virit h a professional H earing A icl d ucl b bgist 
fT Two digital hearing aids fa - tlie price of one 
Four yea - p v/orth of batteri es 
Ff Four yea- gjaraitee- including accidental damage 

recti oi"Eil micropiionesand telecoi l/auto telephone 
No eortra c Iwge fo r m i niatLiie 'i n tlie ear' leari ng aids 
|5f nee fittiiig and aftercare 

Bock afj eehea iiig test or find cut mere at 
speesawa-Pco.Lk/lieai ng 


wdveMnanpton 12S Salop ss wt. 

Tel: OL902 713 55S 

Eil ston S4 church StI Wt. Te I: Ol 902 407 940 



Hearing Centres 


Applies to Specsattei^- 1 advance raise. Both heariie axis fa- custonnei ^ sole 
use. cannot be used 'witli other offers.Offer ends 1 January 2011. 


:V:-L*- LL-jtp-± .41 rtfifci rt«rw-l 



Thanks for festivities 
which lit up our village 

I'd like to express my thanks on behalf of all the 
Wombourne village families who enjoyed the 
turning-on of the Christmas lights festivities on 
Friday, November 26. 

It was a lovely family occasion started with our 
wonderful shire horse (and Father Christmas) light¬ 
ing up the village green. 

The steam organ added to the atmosphere and as 
families walked round High Street, Church Street, 
Maypole Street and Windmill Bank they were happy 
to go into various shops and partake of Christmas 
cake, hot chocolate, soup and other items, giving as 
they went, donations to the Wombourne Volunteer 
Bureau. 

Many thanks again to all who made this wonder¬ 
ful event possible. 

ANNETTE MANN 
14, The Broadway 
Wombourne 


EU membership costs more in 
day than Royal Family for year 


I note that the media 
is full of experts refer¬ 
ring to the costs of the 
Royal Family. 

I decided to do some 
research. I examined the 
respective finances of 
the British, Swedish and 
Netherlands Royal fami¬ 
lies. 

In the United 
Kingdom we pay 0.68p 
per capita. Sweden pays 
£1 per capita and 
Belgium pays £2.10 per 
capita. 

I then examined the 


cost of UK membership 
of the European Union 
(wanted only by profes¬ 
sional politicians and 
no- one else) quite 
revealing. 

This costs us £7 
million every four hours 
or £42 million per day. 

In a single day EU 
membership costs more 
than the Royal Family 


cost in a year. Interest¬ 
ing. If you doubt my 
figures, look at the Pink 
Book of Government sta¬ 
tistics. 

If we had a President, 
God help us, the cost 
would be beyond 
bearing. 

JOHN MELLOR 
Birches Barn Road 
Wolverhampton 


BRIDGE CORNER 


ONCE a fit in a major 
suit has been found, it is 
then a question of levels. 
Is the contract playable in 
a part score, game or 
slam? 

This hand came up in 
one of my regular work¬ 
shops. Inexperienced 
players are prone to 
underbidding, as they are 
not confident in Declarer 
play. Here the bidding (see 
panel) died. 

With 10 points and a 
singleton, I suggested 
that South should have 
upgraded her hand and 
invited with Three Hearts. 

North would then have 
bid on to Four Hearts 
based on the fact that she 
had a singleton. 

Ironically, this is where 
an inexperienced player 
would have scored really 
well as even an interna¬ 
tional player can never 
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* 
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♦ 

¥ 

♦ 2 
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make Four Hearts as the 
cards lie. 

The only lead that gives 
the contract a fighting 
chance is that of the ace of 
clubs. 


Declarer can then 
discard her two losing 
spades on the king and 
queen of clubs en route to 
10 tricks. 

Try not to lead an 
unsupported ace, espe¬ 
cially if it is Declarer’s first 
suit. Declarers should be 
made to work for their 
contracts! 

Players who wish to 
hone their bidding and 
play are welcome to join 
us on a Saturday 
morning. Phone Jenny on 
01902 756859. Visit the 
website for Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Bridge Club, 
www.bridgewebs.com/w 
olverhampton 

- Jenny 


Carers who may be 
missing out on aid 


New Carers UK esti¬ 
mates show that as 
many as 300,000 people 
in the UK who are caring 
for ill or disabled loved 
ones, unpaid, may be 
missing out on a total of 
£840m in Carer’s 
Allowance. 

They aren’t being 
given information on 
what support they can 
claim and many don’t see 
themselves as carers, 
but as mothers, sons, 
partners and friends 
looking after ill or dis¬ 
abled loved-ones. 

As a result, they miss 
out on support and end 
up caring round the clock 
without a break, and 
struggling to pay even 
basic food and heating 
bills. 

Our economy and 
public services rely 
heavily on the support 
provided by carers, 


which has been valued at 
a staggering £87 billion 
per year. 

Our whole society can 
play a part in helping 
carers in return. 

We all know a friend or 
family member who is 
caring for an ill, frail or 
disabled loved one. 
Carers UK is calling on 
everyone to take a few 
minutes today to check 
that any carers they 
know are getting 
support. 

We have produced a 
free Carers Rights 
Guide, available through 
the Carers UK website 
(www.carersuk.org) or 
by calling our Car- 
ersLine on 0808 808 
7777. 

IMELDA 
REDMOND 
Chief Executive 
Carers UK 


LOUISE LOOKS BACK 50 YEARS 



A short cut for Mr Eric Meachum of 
Low Hill, through the Trescott ford, 
Lower Penn, ended up with a narrow 
escape for himself and his passenger, 
Mr S Clitherow of Warstones. They 
managed to escape through the rear 
door, but the car was swept under the 
wooden bridge and all attempts to 
remove it had to wait until the floods 
receded. 

In the first five days of December, 
1.87 inches of rain fell in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, nearly half of the previous year’s 
December figures. Flooding incidents 
had been reported in Walsall, Cannock, 
Rugeley, Stourbridge and Kiddermin¬ 
ster. 

The main Wolverhampton - Stafford 
Road had flooded to the depth of 
several feet at Stone Cross. 

Shrewsbury, with hundreds of 
houses already under water, was 
expecting the worst floods since 1946. 

A close watch was being kept of the 
Severn, and the River Stow which was 
at its highest level for a many years. 


Swimmers gaped in amazement at the 
feats of five-year-old water baby Ian Shotton 
as he swam and plunged from the high 
boards at Wolverhampton baths 50 years 
ago. 

Fair-haired, 40ins tall, Ian could dive like 
a swallow from the 12ft board and somer¬ 
sault into the water with the grace and ease 
of a person four times his age. 

He had been introduced to the water at 18 
months and could doggy-paddle by three. At 
five years, besides his diving antics, he could 
do a perfect front crawl and backstroke. 

Mr Shotton said he had taught his son to 
swim, but not to dive. Ian had taught himself 
and picked up a few hints from Aqua Show 
divers at Weston the previous year. 

His artistry from the top board included a 
swallow dive, a pike, a straight dive, somer¬ 



saults and fast skip¬ 
ping into the water. 

Ian could do every¬ 
thing except the 
breast stroke. 

Joe gave this advice to parents: “Take your 
children to the baths two or three times and 
let them get used to the shouting and scream¬ 
ing. Then when they ask to go into the water, 
let them. Don’t rush them; let them gain 
their own confidence.” 

Ian told the Chronicle: “I’m not frightened 
of the top deck. I love diving, particularly the 
swallow.” 

Names in Sport 

Brenda Norton, aged 16, of Bilston won the 
Turley Shield cross-country race at Perry 
Park 50 years ago. 



Diana Jenks (4) and Anne Dugmore (4), both of 
Wolverhampton, appeared intrigued with the toys 
at the Compton Road Methodist Church Fair 


With his award-winning rabbit, 
Poppet, was Christopher Bates 
(9) of Penn, at the competition at 
the Boys Club, Mander Street 
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KFC bids 
for U-turn 
from city 

KFC has lodged an 
appeal over a decision to 
throw out plans for a 
drive-through restau¬ 
rant in Wolverhampton. 

The fast food chain 
wants to convert the 
former Island House pub, 
between Stafford Road 
and Bushbury Lane, into 
a restaurant, but Wolver¬ 
hampton City Council 
planners threw out the 
plans after neighbours 
claimed the proposed 
layout was “confusing”. 

A 15-name petition 
went to the council after 
plans were submitted, 
with concerns including 
the impact on Bushbury 
Lane, noise and environ¬ 
mental pollution and 
fears it would lead to 
anti-social behaviour. 

KFC has submitted a 
revised application, in¬ 
creasing the number of 
parking spaces proposed 
to 39, but has also 
appealed against the 
city’s original refusal. 

Rogue limo 
parties alert 

REVELLERS in South 
Staffordshire are being 
urged to check that lim¬ 
ousines they book are 
licensed as part of a clam- 
pdown on safety. 

Council bosses said 
that all limos and novelty 
vehicles need to be 
licensed by a local 
authority or the Vehicle 
Operating Standards 
Agency and are advising 
festive partygoers to 
ensure that they book 
limousines from rep¬ 
utable, licensed compa¬ 
nies. 

For more information 
visit the www.sstaffs. 
gov. uk/limos website. 


Noises led to raid 
on brothel at flat 



Teresa Evans 


A BROTHEL was discovered 
when police raided a Wolver¬ 
hampton flat after neighbours 
complained of “strange noises”. 

Three women were inside the flat in 
Cannock Road, Park Village, when 
officers swooped on September 9. 

One was 44-year-old Teresa Evans, 
who was the “maid” helping to run the 
business, Wolverhampton magis¬ 
trates were told. 

Jayne Yeomans, prosecuting, said: 
“There had been reports from people 
working nearby of strange noises 


Diabetic pensioner honoured 


A PENSIONER from Wolverhamp¬ 
ton who has lived with diabetes for 
more than 60 years has been presented 
with a special medal. 

Clifford Nash, aged 89, from Black- 
halve Lane, Fallings Park, was diag¬ 
nosed with the condition in 1947 at the 
age of 26. Since then he has had to have 
two insulin injections every day. 

The retired care home worker was 
given the medal by the charity Dia¬ 
betes UK. He said he was proud of his 
achievement. 

“When I was diagnosed with dia¬ 
betes, it was not a condition many 
people knew a lot about,” he said. “I 
was shocked when the doctor told me.” 

Pleased 

Mr Nash added he got a lot of help to 
live with his condition from his late 
wife Gladys, who died in 2003. 

He received the medal after attend¬ 
ing the diabetic clinic at New Cross 
Hospital, Wolverhampton. 

“The doctor told me I might be enti¬ 
tled to a medal and the next day I got a 
letter. Pm pleased and very proud,” he 
said. 

The great-grandfather of two added: 
“I hope this medal shows people that 
they can live with diabetes. 

“Anyone diagnosed with diabetes 
can live a long and normal life if they 
are sensible as I have been.” 



Clifford Nash with his medal 


coming from the premises. The three 
ladies were in the kitchen area when 
police arrived. 

“The other two women admitted 
they were working as prostitutes and 
confessed the flat was being used as a 
brothel. They said Evans was the 
maid and took a cut of their earnings. 

“Evans told police she left money in 
a book for collection by an unknown 
person. She said she answered the 
phone, spoke to clients and told them 
where to find the address. It was a 
medium involvement.” 

Neighbours claimed the premises 
had been used as a 
brothel since October 
last year and that the 
activity had been 
“getting worse”, the court 
was told. 

Ian Henery, defending, 
said: “She had a minor 
role answering the phone 
and leaving keys under 
the mat. She was also 
given occasional tips by 
the other girls.” 

Owner 

District Judge Michael 
Wheeler said: “I do not 
accept the involvement 
was minimal. Brothels 
require maids to facili¬ 
tate the interaction with 
clients.” 

Evans, of Sweetman 
Street, Whitmore Reans, 
who admitted assisting 
in the management of a 
brothel, had a previous 
conviction in 2001 for a 
“like” offence, the court 
heard. 

She was given a 12- 
month community order, 
told to do 100 hours of 
unpaid work and pay £85 
costs at £5-a-week out of 
her benefits. 

Police are still trying to 
trace the owner of the 
Cannock Road property, 
the court heard. 


WINTER SAVINGS 



ALL TYRES 


BE SAFE THIS WINTER! 

THE CREATR THE TREAD OH YOUR TiRES, THE BCTTR 
YOUF-Cnr IH $HOW r OH ICE AW IH VUETCOWmOtH 
DOHTTAKEA CHAHCE1AHTH WUR TREAD - 
GET A FREE TYRE CHECK BEFORE ITS TOO LATE! 
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Gem? 


T ' Family run business with ever 1 30 years experience 

www. care&mobi fi ty. co. u k 


Tspkialo: 


| on all Stair Lifts 
^ Fitted in December 


■ SSctotw.-^ei^t oa|Moity 
+ 4 it^J-i 
+ m>to2Cimilec- 
+ Frat 4r«r li^to 
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SJViTYSBSOR _ ** TSSSNo W ■ 

FULLY FITTED MUFFSHAILED BYOUR PROFESSHMiUIYTRAIjED FUTERS 

STOCKISTS OF: Brooks, Mhivator, Stannali, Ptalnim and Bison Lite 
FREE HOKE SURVEYS AND FAST FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 

INCLUDING 2 YEARS WARRANTY* 

*0n selected staiilifts only 
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Black Country clergy visiting the John Thompsons factory in 1970 


The stockyard of boilers ready for delivery round the world in the 1920s 


Once-mighty boilers 
powered the Empire 


CATCHEM’S Corner, at the junction of Ettingshall Road and Mill- 
fields Road, Wolverhampton, is dominated by imposing but decay¬ 
ing industrial buildings, still in use but having seen better days. 

This was the heart of John Thompson’s, 80 acres of traditional Black 
Country metal bashing which used to symbolise much of what the region 
was about, and which was one of the largest employers in the town. The 
company was founded by the father of John Thompson, William Thompson, 
who made boilers in Highfields, Bilston, between 1834 and 1840. The com¬ 
pany did not thrive until his brother Samuel took the helm, and he handed it 
on to his nephew, John, in 1860, although it was still called William Thomp- 


An early product of the motor pressings business, with 
Mr Davies, centre, who helped to start the new venture 


son & Son at the time. In 1870 the firm moved to Ettingshall, which was 
served by the Birmingham Canal and the Wolverhampton to Birmingham 
railway line — essential for shipping the huge boilers in the early days and 
for bringing in raw materials. The company grew and diversified, and in 
1914 was split into four divisions — Wolverhampton, Dudley, Water Tube and 
Motor Frame. By 1927, there were more than 2,000 employees. 

The motor pressings business became a large one and the company made 
complete chassis for Rolls-Royce and Rover. It is not always appreciated that 
the chassis of the Rolls-Royce Phantom V came out of the Ettingshall 
factory. The company diversified into innumerable areas from domestic 
appliances to the Rotol propellers it made for Spitfires 
and Hurricanes in the Second World War. But still those 
huge steam boilers continued to emerge to be sent to 
projects throughout the Empire and Commonwealth. 

As road traffic increased in the 1950s, many a motorist 
was left to curse the 8mph top speed on the Scammell 
low-loader in front carrying a boiler from John Thomp¬ 
son. It was so slow, the rear brakeman could jump off, buy 
a sandwich and then easily catch it up again. 

Despite the size of the company it was still run as a 
family firm, and the Thompson family looked after their 
employees. There was a thriving sports and social club, 
with a sports ground in Spring Road, Ettingshall, but in 
1970 the Thompsons finally lost control. 

Over the next 30 years there were complex changes of 
ownership as parts of the company were sold off and 
closed down until only Motor Pressings was left, owned 
in its last three years by GKN. 

In 2004 the business moved to Telford, Shropshire, 
and a huge Wolverhampton company had gone, just 
leaving echoing halls of its ravaged factory. 


The frame erecting shop at the John Thompsons factory in 1927 


Directors of the various John Thompson companies assemble in 1927 


&& * 


fH 


assas 


The successful 1921-22 football team, with three trophies 


A Thompson boiler on a low loader in the 1950s 
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Police warning 
after car stolen 


Police are urging 
people not to leave their 
vehicle engine running 
if they go back indoors 
after a car was stolen in 
Wombourne. 

A black Vauxhall 
Corsa was taken from 
Hellier Drive at about 
8:25am last Wednesday. 

The driver had started 
the engine and went 
back inside his home. 

When he returned a 
minute later he found 
the car had been taken. 

Police are keen to 
trace the driver of a dark 
coloured vehicle that 
was acting suspiciously 
in the area just after 
8am. 

Anyone with any 
information about the 
stolen vehicle or the 
other vehicle is asked to 
contact Sgt Garry 
Helsby at Wombourne 


on 0300 123 4455, 

quoting reference 100 of 
1 December. 

Police have issued 
some simple measures 
to protect their vehicles: 

Locked all doors and 
sun roof and switch on 
alarms or immobilisers 
Remove all belongings 
- even a bag of rubbish 
could convince a thief 
there is something 
worth stealing 

Take out your sat nav 
and remove the cradle 
and wipe any sucker 
marks off the dashboard 
or windscreen. 

Park in a garage or 
park under street lights 
if possible and remove 
work equipment 

Keep car keys in a safe 
place so if someone 
breaks into your home 
they cannot steal your 
vehicle as well. 


Boost for first 
aid responders 


SOUTH Staffordshire 
First Responders have 
invested in two 4x4 vehi¬ 
cles to help them cope 
with the harsh winter 
weather. 

The responders, who 
provide emergency first 
aid before paramedics 
arrive at accidents, will 
now be able to attend 
incidents in rural areas 
quicker and more safely 
during icy conditions. 

They are medically 
trained by West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance 

Service and cover 
Codsall, Perton, Pat- 
tingham, Wombourne, 
Kinver and nearby vil¬ 
lages. 

Group trustee Kevin 


Wright said: “The pur¬ 
chase of the cars is a fan¬ 
tastic step forwards and 
is the result of a lot of 
hard work by the charity 
and its supporters. 

“The challenge now is 
continuing to raise funds 
to ensure the vehicles 
remain serviceable.” 

The responder group 
is self-funded and relies 
on donations from the 
public and local organi¬ 
sations. 

Matt Jevons, chair¬ 
man of the group said: 
‘We have two great 4x4s 
that we can use for 
assisting the ambulance 
service in reaching 
patients who need our 
help.” 



French fun for fashion 


Jemimah Mortimer Holdsworth, aged nine, Janke Augostine, 
Oliver Davey, both 10 and Leah Dean, nine, dress to impress 


FLEDGLING fashionistas 
at a Trysull primary school 
turned heads after crafting 
costumes for the catwalk. Year 
5 and 6 children at All Saints C 
of E strutted their stuff to 
provide a fitting finale for their 
imitation Paris Fashion Week. 

They have been focusing on 
France in lessons, learning 
about the country’s architec¬ 
ture, art and history. 

And they were challenged to 
come up with daring designs 
for a catwalk show based on 
France’s rich fashion heritage. 

Children impressed their 


teachers with their creations, 
which included a piece 
inspired by the Hunchback of 
Notre Dame; a traditional 
onion seller; an impressionist 
painter and a pupil dressed as 
the Mona Lisa. 

The youngsters set up four 
fashion brands complete with 
logos as part of the project 
before taking to the runway. 
French food and refreshments 
were served as part of the 
event at the school last week. 

Headteacher Pam Abel said 
the children had shown “a lot of 
imagination”. 


Hidden gems’ 
chance to shine 

AN EVENING of music, entertain¬ 
ment and festive cheer is in store when 
Wombourne’s St Benedict’s Church 
presents A Christmas At Home. 

Friday’s event will bring together 
some of the village’s hidden gems, who 
will be performing instrumentals, 
solos, poems, monologues and carols. 

Organisers said it was a great way 
for the whole family to get into the 
festive spirit by enjoying a night of fab¬ 
ulous local entertainment. 

John Warren, musical director at St 
Benedict’s, said: “The evening is a pot 
pourri of Christmas music, mono¬ 
logues and poems performed by local 
people. We have many talented musi¬ 
cians attached to the church and I 
have brought them together for what 
promises to be an enjoyable evening.” 

Tickets cost £6, with mince pies and 
mulled wine included. Admission for 
children under secondary school age is 
£3. To book tickets contact Jan Harri¬ 
son on 01902 893450. 

Choral group will 
perform at church 

WOMBOURNE and District Choral 
Society will be performing a Christ¬ 
mas Gloria at St John’s in the Square, 
Wolverhampton, this Saturday. 

The singers will be joined by mem¬ 
bers of the London Harpsichord En¬ 
semble and soloists from the Guildhall 
School of Music. They will be accompa¬ 
nied by organist Mark Pescott during 
performances of Saint-Saens’ Christ¬ 
mas Oratorio and Vivaldi’ Gloria 
under the musical director Ian Clarke. 

The concert starts at 7.30pm. Tick¬ 
ets cost £10 and can be bought via the 
box office, telephone 01902 744447. 

Boost for projects 

TEN community projects in South 
Staffordshire are celebrating after 
grabbing a slice of a £4,000 cashpot to 
boost their work. Projects Wombourne 
and Codsall are among those to benefit 
from a grant scheme being piloted by 
South Staffordshire Council. It was 
launched in September to support 
community groups and activities 
which help bring generations together 
and help bridge the gap between 
young and old. Projects have bagged 
grants of up to £500 toward their work. 
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Star Connie shines for pupils 


stole 

A BOGUS council official who 
tricked his way into an elderly 
couple’s Wolverhampton home by 
claiming he had been sent to replace 
carpets, before stealing cash, has 
been jailed for two-and-a-half years. 

Kalvinder Khakh pretended to be from 
the local authority when an 83-year-old 
answered the door of her home in Blak- 
enhall. 

After a short conversation she allowed 
him in and went upstairs. Khakh fol¬ 
lowed her into a bedroom where he was 
challenged and accused of being a thief 
by the woman’s 84-year-old husband. 

Khakh promptly left the house in 
Johnson Street, claiming he would 
return with official proof of his identity. 
Afterwards the couple discovered £30 
was missing from the mantelpiece, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 

The court heard that homeless 46- 
year-old Khakh, a father of three, turned 
to crime after the collapse of his 18-year 
marriage. 

David Lees, prosecuting, said that 
Khakh also abused the trust of a friend 
by stealing his benefits cheques and 
selling his fridge-freezer and washing 
machine while he was house-sitting for 
him when he was on holiday in India. 

Forged 

On his return he discovered two Giro 
cheques, for more than £300 had been 
cashed after Khakh had forged his signa¬ 
ture. 

Khakh, of no fixed address, pleaded 
guilty at an earlier to burglary, theft and 
obtaining money by false representation. 

David Bratt, defending, said Khakh’s 
longstanding relationship with his wife 
had helped to keep him out of trouble 
after a spate of criminal activity in his 
20s. 

Its breakdown had led to him becoming 
homeless and resorting again to crime. 

Khakh claimed he was drunk when he 
committed the distraction burglary and 
had used the money from cashing the 
benefits cheques on family funerals. 

Judge Nicholas Webb told him the 
theft from his friend was “mean and 
spiteful”. 


from couple 


Singing star Connie Talbot, aged 10, with Megan Smith, also 10, rehearsing with 
Wilkinson Primary School pupils for a concert in Bilston 


BLACK Country child star Connie Talbot 
is due to sing at a fundraising concert for a 
primary school ravaged by fire. 

The 10-year-old Britain’s Got Talent 
finalist is due to perform today (Thurs) at 
Bilston Town Hall to raise cash for Wilkin¬ 
son Primary School, in Bradley. 

The school was destroyed by the blaze in 
October and the school has looked to the 
wider community to replenish its stock of 
books and furniture. 

The concert will also feature a 35-strong 


choir of pupils from the school. 

Connie’s father Gavin, aged 43, said 
today: “The school initially asked if Connie 
could come along and speak to the children 
just to help cheer them up. She later decided 
she wanted to help by performing. Connie 
absolutely loves her school and she does feel 
sorry for the pupils at Wilkinson.” 

Next February Connie, of Streetly, who 
reached the finals of Britain’s Got Talent in 
2007, will perform to an audience of millions 
as part of China’s new year celebrations. 
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Village loses 
battle to halt 
giant marina 


VILLAGERS have spoken of their “extreme frustration” after plans 
to flood acres of green belt to make way for a marina were approved. 
Planning bosses in South Staffordshire gave the go-ahead for the 
development in Swindon, dismissing almost 300 objections. 

Paul Turner, planning agent for the applicants, told the planning committee 
last week the marina would boost tourism and the local economy and said steps 
had been taken to win over the villagers. The applicants had excluded facilities 
like boat hire and repair facilities from the application as well as reducing the 
proposed scale from 252 boat berths to 199. 

As part of the deal, developers Timothy and Joanna Munday must advertise 
all job opportunities locally, provide public access to the site and share the 
marina’s 130-space car 
park with visitors to 
Swindon High Street. 

A further 33 conditions 
were imposed to regulate 
building work and 
protect existing greenery. 

Plans were approved 
despite advice from the 
council’s own conserva¬ 
tion officer, the Inland 
Waterways Association 
and Staffordshire Police. 

Villagers voiced fears 
the complex would dwarf 
the village and threaten 
existing businesses. 

Dr Richard Painter, 
speaking on behalf of 
several action groups, 
told the committee: 

“They talk of jobs 
created, but there is no 
mention of jobs that will 
be lost in local busi- 


After the meeting, 
campaigner Gordon 
Fanthom, of Hinksford 
Gardens, , said residents 
were angry their views 
had been ignored. 

“We are extremely 
frustrated,” he added. 

The decision must be 
ratified by the Govern¬ 
ment before work begins. 


Ales to cheer 
troops home 


A GROUP of ex-sol¬ 
diers are taking part in a 
scheme to welcome back 
servicemen and women 
flying home from 
Afghanistan with a can 
of beer. 

Former squaddie 
Roger Lane, of Deans- 
field Road, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, said: “It’s a fantastic 
idea. It will be good to 
get people in the Mid¬ 
lands in-volved.” 

Bloxwich & Walsall 
Royal Artillery Associa¬ 
tion and its supporters 
are raising cash in aid of 
Beer For The Boys, 
which aims to give every 
soldier returning from 
service an ice-cold can of 
beer. 

Organiser Roger 
helped collect nearly 800 
bottles and cans last 
year, and is hoping to hit 


the 1,000 mark this year. 

Around 1,000 soldiers 
return home every week 
either for two weeks rest 
and recuperation or to 
end their tour of duty. 

Every person who 
donates money or cans 
and bottles gets a 
mention on the plane 
when the beer is given 
out. Roger is taking 
advantages of Christ¬ 
mas deals on beer to get 
as much as possible. 

Anyone wishing to 
donate money cans or 
bottles to the cause can 
call Roger on 0788 932 
3806 or visit the www. 
216squadron.com 
website. 

Beer for the Boys 
began in 2007 when 
Wing Commander Steve 
Chadwick came up with 
the idea. 


Police 
in metal 
action 

TWO knives were 
recovered and four inse¬ 
cure loads of metal inter¬ 
cepted as part of a blitz 
on metal thieves in 
Wolverhampton 

Officers visited scrap 
dealers to check they 
were trading legally, 
while vans carrying 
metal were stopped on 
the Willenhall Road and 
Bilston’s Bankfield Road. 

The crackdown saw 19 
vehicles stopped and four 
fines issued for insecure 
loads. 

Two knives were vol¬ 
untarily handed over to 
police. One company and 
driver were reported for 
road traffic offences. 

Five people were 
served with waste- 
carrier notices, with the 
threat of fines to come, 
for failing to stick to laws 
surrounding the trans¬ 
port of metal. 

Six people were served 
with written warnings as 
part of last Monday’s day 
of action, which was part 
of the police’s Operation 
Steel. 

Insp Andy Padmore, 
from Wolverhampton 
police, said “I really 
think the word is getting 
out to metal thieves.” 

Operation Steel was 
launched following a 
surge in metal thefts, 
spurred by construction 
booms in the Far East. 


Blaze at house 

A FIRE broke out in 
the loft of a semi¬ 
detached house in Tet- 
tenhall, Wolverhampton. 
Crews tackled the blaze 
in Lawnswood Rise at 
around midnight last 
Wednesday. An elderly 
man living next door was 
led to safety. 
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HURRY-PREVIEW ENDS SOON 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


You’re invited to take an unprecedented 'sneak preview’ of what’s 
on offer in this year’s Winter Sale due to start on Boxing Day - 
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Ic ori c duxtarfchls with 4 dmiti NORMAL PRICE £715 

CALE PRICE £399 PREVIEW PRICE £299 


BIRMINGHAM - Wa-wickRoad. TyseleyBII SEW. Tet 0121 7155 3300 
DUDLEY - Hall Gteet DV 2 SHW. Tel: 01334 451500 

MANCHESTER - EndOf MS 02 , 457 Resent Rd. Gafcrcl M 5 4 EA. Tel 0161 375 4070 


0%APR 


OPEN SATURDAYS a30nin - 5.30|)m. SUNDAY llnm - 5|>in. 
MONDAY. WEDNESDAY A FRIDAY B.30am - 6|>m. 

LATE MIGHTS: TUESDAY A THURSDAY TILL 8)>m 

vifw w.cousii sf urn lture.co.uk 
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ME MOW 
CHRISTMAS 
TRIES 

ESSINGTON FRUIT FJUtll 


from SATURDAY 1 1 th DECEMBER 

We shall be open 9am - 5pm everyday 

FOR FRESHEST TREES COME TO THE GROWER 

Dig )our ov/n (phone for details) 

• FiTBsh fruit and Veg including our famous grouts on the stem 

• Home made Christmas Bakery • Carver/ Roast every Sunday 

G OOD FOOD AWARD WINNERS 

Best*? to w^oU'fiirii^ycrndD^faroU'o^frfnioiJsfjwj^epofJc 
Prize Winning Bern;, Gammon end Pork Wa 


SpccKfl' Offer: Recc/vc-yorw Fltlsli uorjefoer for 

2 Jor 1 Lrjmcb etxc.fc t?ee.prjrcbixse& 
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Festive goodies 
at Light House 


SHOPPERS in search 
of unique Christmas 
presents are being 
invited to ditch the high 
street in favour of a 
festive craft fair in 
Wolverhampton. 

Festive Flair, a 
designer maker fair, is 
returning to the Light 
House, Fryer Street, on 
Saturday. 

Stalls are exhibiting 
and selling products, 
gifts and pieces of art 
which have been crafted 
by the stall holders. 

The opportunity to 
meet the designer maker 
while browsing for prod¬ 
ucts has proved success¬ 
ful in the past with this 
being the latest in a long 
line of Flair events. 

Stalls will feature 


ceramics, fine art, tex¬ 
tiles, glass, fashion, jew¬ 
ellery as well as 
handmade Christmas 
cards and decorations. 

Many stall holders are 
from around the region 
and the event is aimed at 
showcasing the creative 
talent in the area. 

Shoppers can also 
head over to the Wolver¬ 
hampton Art Gallery, on 
Lichfield Street, to 
attend the Queen Vic 
Designer Maker Fair. 

It is being held in part¬ 
nership with Festive 
Flair and runs at the 
same time. Festive Flair 
will in the courtyard of 
the Chubb Buildings, in 
Fryer Street- in the city 
centre. Stalls open at 
11am until 4pm. 



Jen Dooner, from Wolverhampton Art Gallery and 
Lindsay Wiggin, from the Light House Media 
Centre, getting ready for the Christmas craft fair 


MS sufferers lose 
ambulance lifeline 


A CHARITY in the Black 
Country has been forced to 
axe a “lifeline” private “ambu¬ 
lance bus” used to transport 
wheelchair-bound multiple 
sclerosis sufferers to weekly 
meetings and social trips. 

The minibus, owned and oper¬ 
ated by the MS Society, is to be 
taken out of use when its insur¬ 
ance policy expires this month. 

Members said they have been 
told a social trip for their annual 
Christmas meal will be the last 
time the bus is used. 

The charity, which recently 
merged its Wolverhampton group 
with branches in Walsall and 
Sandwell, pledged to provide 
alternative methods of transport 


for members while looking for a 
long-term solution. 

Barbara Merrigan, of Tetten- 
hall, was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis in 1996 and has been left 
upset by news the minibus is to be 
withdrawn. She worked as a 
Russian language interpreter in 
London before the effects of the 
illness reduced her mobility. 

The 59-year-old widow is con¬ 
cerned she will no longer be able 
to attend the group’s weekly 
meetings at Spring Dale 
Methodist Church without the 
ambulance. 

“I just won’t be able to go, there 
is nobody to take me,” she said. 
The ambulance is a lifeline. The 
weekly meetings are so impor¬ 
tant to us - we pay to have a meal 


and then there is bingo and a 
raffle. It’s always a nice night but 
we won’t be able to get to it.” 

Her carer Stephanie Parkes 
added: “It is so important for 
them, a real lifeline. For some of 
them the weekly meeting is the 
only time they can ever get out at 
all. Without the ambulance, they 
won’t be able to go.” 

The society said the minibus 
was used by only a small number 
of its members. It has pledged to 
address the issue in the short¬ 
term by providing taxisO. 

Spokeswoman Jenna Litch¬ 
field added: “We do appreciate it’s 
a really important service to 
them. We know there is a strong 
need for them to continue to be 
supported.” 



Land is 
cleared 
for store 


ALDI has started work 
on creating a supermar¬ 
ket on Wolverhampton’s 
Goodyear site. 

Workers have moved 
in to clear land in prepa¬ 
ration for a 20-week 
building project, which 
will cost £3 million. 

The development will 
herald the start of the 
wider £150m transfor¬ 
mation of the 40-acre 
site, off Stafford Road. 

It is due to open in 
April and will create 300 
jobs. 

Work has started after 
developers announced 
new plans to create 300 
homes on the site - more 
than three times more 
than had been originally 
planned. 

The 17,000 sq ft store 
will become the centre¬ 
piece of a “mini village”. 

Invitation to 
charity night 

TICKETS are now on 
sale for a grand charity 
Christmas dinner hosted 
by Wolverhampton’s 
mayor, Councillor Mal¬ 
colm Gwinnett. 

He is inviting people to 
attend the fundraising 
four-course dinner that 
will pull in money for his 
chosen charities. The 
event will be in the Civic 
Centre’s mayoral suite at 
7.15pm on Friday. 

Proceeds will go to 
Wolverhampton-based 
Promise Dreams, which 
grants wishes for termi- 
nally-ill children, as well 
as the Deanesley Centre 
at New Cross Hospital. 

Tickets costing £30 are 
available at www.Wolver¬ 
hampton, gov. uk/chari- 
tyevents or calling 01902 
554090. 



IN STOCK 

ilwtletcte * Wreat li« * N 


rivowii - 


Crazy Christmas 
Discounts... %■ 


% 

Off 


All Prelit Trees 
Artificial Trees & 
Fibre Optic Trees 


& 


20% Off All Christmas Lights 


Our lHiurest & Heat Clmatinaa Ranaea Of 1 tecorationa And tiifta Now In Store,,. 


rloutte-pluuttt Including: 1om»ettiatt, Lyelamenj riyuicmtlij limiketSj Orchids 
And A Great New Raii^e Of Planted Packets 

Jj - 


Pavilion Garden Store 

Ijtykry ft re Icti Vile feu Itfitrfi fax KI (A'M Wolwiht it* jkxi WVl> ?H. 
Moi i 'kill 9.0 ''V:jTi -Stji iok^y IQ^C.'Jonri 4.30pn 

Tel: 01902 701001 WAV.lhegardenstore.hd.uh 


:>;JST 


GgE t?*i 


Crazy Christmas 
Tree Offer... 

Off 7^* 

Any Real 
Christmas 
Tree 


Wlionyon prtstint tbia voLioborat Pavilion Garden SfinTtL 
Offer Mini test] to one vouobor per tr^o. Cannot ho uavA in 
iionjLinotion with any othtir offirr or yolio htrr. 


Our L^ip <■( ud.liLy Lreesa.re 
sj^eoidFy aeleoLed hy us Ui make 
tflJ VC. IJ ge L LliUd.lily di 
super value prices. Ijeiw I'kedle 
Divip Nfirdnu.nn Fir, TYjd ilkmj.l 
rwj.y £ipmoe, £i i I very 

Neeelleel -Serhia.n -Spruoe fr a. 
£Vieiel rajige cifiyiL grown Lreea. 

Fi^e NeLLing Carry ki Lhe 
Co.v liervioe. Ik Iivery fiervioe 
Avii la.ble. I>i n' l h rave d. m kl. 
weL Itelei mme ki uaa.nel 
B1JY 1NTHFDRY. 


/Holies tit: iihjra\l h tarn*, onntiians ontl o-joiloL-ililv 
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10.2 MPI-K5 Digital 
Compact Cortora 

/ Smsphncnra 


2GB USB 


warranty b 


Freeview 
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make, believe 


WOLVERHAMPTON open 

Sony centre v?ss 


■ » mgi 

40" FUIHD1Q60 
FreevlewHD LCD 


Treat yourself this Christmas anc 
get the VAT back on a wide 
range of technology Hem Sony. 


Youpayttfftm 

QttnHifflgwrtocfc 

£680 


04 NET hfe* 


Get 

£41 

EM 


Choose 
your colour 

only 
£39,» 


HALF PRICE 

3D MOVIE BUNDLE 

WITH ALL 3D TVs.S^. 


Yc*j pay £279 

ck*n £41 jo WlDadu 


£238 


29 NET Price 


Amazhgl 

VHO tor only 

£649.9 


Walkman 
NFS ptaysr mm 

f 2&fiM=rnay 
POOto* Apf^nj 


only 

£32.99 


VMO 

Eyries VA)OL**cp 

IKHHISi 

/ VriH>tH*n / $20e6WX> 
/ 4GBRAM / AwtoOleh # 


only 

£649« 


62" 400Hz 3D Reody 
FJ HD103O LCD 
Oft A 30 

tOBaiMitthi(iHt3DnLhnyPtcv*T^CP^49^i 
2*® 9aiM taler**#** and * WSi>roy rant* 

¥py pay £3y499^ dc*riffi 2 l 

£2,978.72 NET Price 


V * SEE IN-STORE FOR MANY 
MORE CHRISTMAS OFFERS! 


only£279 


99 


22' HD Ready ICD 
wlhbulth DVD Payer 


Sony Centre 

In Store or Onirw. Collection or DeEvety. 


3 Victoria Arcade, Lower Level ManderCenhe Wolverhampton 
(opposite Beattie# WV1 3QD | 01902 714415 
www^ony.co.uk/wolveitiamplon 



rtbRttttevWbite W v^tHMTpin ?f pvftrvP^Jdh nHFA!nj|#]l£nieninflrMpt% WntAe 


IhWrihMtUfll entwnbi m ihIh pH ae&n it AyMtwLfe te WT Ej Ram «* S* rfa* Asies ‘ 

TMiTt not Tin, fluff** nrath MttfMn 51 MuarBtlAflTttairinip AflL 



ifNdiibHHh 
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irteriorsitalias 

. . . . Ijxufious coniemporary livhg . . . . 



LESS THAN 
HALF PRICE 


79a Darlington Street, Wolverhampton WV1 4JD 


01902 428489 

etnai: interiorsitalia^hotmailjcojuk 

LW*- yjlKf -lp.' jjwiiudKJW -J ii.'.'j -L'.'.'.i;-- i'>J mrtjJ J+>: aj Xm ji 
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Chris Bowen, aged 60, celebrates on a snowy final day working as a lollipop lady 

Goodbye to Chris 
the lollipop queen 


SHE has braved the ele¬ 
ments for nearly three dec¬ 
ades, but Wolverhampton 
lollipop lady Chris Bowen has 
helped children cross the road 
for the last time. 

The 60-year-old has served 
several generations of school- 
children at Moreton School and 
Bushbury Hill Primary School, 
Old Fallings Lane, , after first 
taking up her lollipop in 1983. 

Pupils at both schools held 
assemblies to mark the occasion 
with cards, gifts and flowers. 

Chris is retiring to help out her 
husband Eric, aged 64, an engi¬ 
neer who is suffering with arthri¬ 
tis and diabetes. 

“I’ve enjoyed my work so much, 


and I love all the children. I even 
love the older ones who snowball 
me,” she said. 

“The children have given me 
lots of gifts -1 think they’re going 
to miss me too.” 

Chris, of Sherborne Road, 
Bushbury, added: “It is such a 
sad time for me but my many 
years working here have been 
truly marvelous and I shall defi¬ 
nitely be going back to see every¬ 
one who I’ve come to know. 

Remembered 

“Both schools have been very 
supportive and I couldn’t have 
wished for a better post.” 

Acting head Judy Blundell, 
who joined the Bushbury Hill 
Primary 23 years ago, said: 


“Christine has been with us the 
whole time I have been here. She 
enjoyed the assemblies with the 
children very much. One 
remarked that he remembered 
her crossing him safely across the 
road right through from nursery 
to Year 6, his final year. 

“We’d all like to wish her a very 
happy retirement." 

Alex Vann, of Moreton School, 
said: “A big thank you goes to Mrs 
Bowen for her dedication to the 
young people over the years. 

“We are very grateful for all of 
her hard work and doing such a 
great job in keeping our children 
safe on such a busy road. She will 
be missed by all the children.” 

Wolverhampton City Council is 
now looking for a replacement. 


Doctors’ 
surgery 
to close 

A PRIVATE doctors’ 
surgery in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton is to close, forcing 
hundreds of patients to 
look for a new practice. 

Aviva Occupational 
Health has put Bredon 
House surgery, in Tetten- 
hall Road, Newbridge, up 
for sale with a guide price 
of £525,000. 

All 24 staff will trans¬ 
fer to an Aviva surgery in 
Birmingham when 
Bredon House shuts 
close at the end of the 
year. Patients are being 
given the option of follow¬ 
ing their doctor, but oth¬ 
erwise will have to find a 
new surgery. 

Aviva manager David 
Jennings said: “We are 
centralising the services 
into our Birmingham city 
centre offices. 

“Private patient com¬ 
munications are being 
issued alphabetically. We 
are trying to support 
people at the Wolver¬ 
hampton surgery, but 
obviously if that’s not 
suitable they will need to 
find another surgery. 

“All staff are being 
transferred to Birming¬ 
ham. Three staff have 
already left.” 

Pupils shine 
in street too 

AN OPTICIANS in 
Wolverhampton is help¬ 
ing youngsters to be 
visible walking to and 
from school this winter 
after donating dozens of 
high visibility vests. 

Specsavers, in the 
Wulfrun Centre, has 
donated 50 vests to Long 
Knowle Primary School, 
Wednesfield, and 50 to St 
Michael’s C of E School, 
Tettenhall. 



Wo I ve rha m plan 

City Council 


your local 




Unbeatable 
Choice 
& Friendly 
Service 


Local markets opening times 


BilsLon 

Indoor Market 

Monday.,.£,00am co 4.30pm 

Tlmrsdery .......5.00am to 4.30pm 

Friday.... -5,00am to 4.30pm 

Saturday -5.00am to 0.00pm 


m 


Elision Outdoor/ 
Open Market 

Monday ..3,30amto4.00pm 

Thursday 3.30am to 4.00pm 

Friday..,3.30am to 4.00pm 

Satu rday...... .,3.30am to 4-00pm 


Wednesfield 

Miiikei 

Tuesday.. 8.00am tc 4.00pm 

Wednesday* ..8,05arn Lc 3.30pm 
Friday ........,. 8.05am to 4,00pm 

Saturday ........ 3,05am to 4.00pm 


Woh-erhampLon 
Q li Ldoor Market 

Monday*_£.30 to 1,30pm 

Tuesday...-6.30 to 4.00pm 

Wednesday..-6,30 to d.00pm 

Friday...,,-S,30 to 4.00pm 

Saturday ..fl.flfJ tn 4,[>0pfTn 

1 □ric-'U-hrui: Mdirk*l uril^ 


Wolverhampton 
Indoor Market 

Tuesday.3.30am to 4.00pm 

Wednesday ..3.30am to4.00pm 

Friday.3.30am tn 4.00pm 

.Saturday 3.30am tn 4.00pin 


' □rtc-a-briit: Mkirfu'rl 


www.wolverbampton.gov. uk/:markets 0i902 55531 
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We will move your furniture, 
taka up your old carpet and 

alter doors - ask In store when 
ordering your floor covering. 


We have a large range of vinyl floor coverings 
stylish, hard wearing -and most Importantly cost effective! 




VASA 


Superbly Crafted 
Motorised Chairs 

__ P, New Dimension In the 
of Relaxation - 


37yrs Reputation built on quality, trust & service 

M S M 13-14 Utah Law Fttwfe, 

} m OsS iMS FordTiouses, Stafford Rd, 
I Wolverhampton WV10 6RT 


Tel: 01902 783 847 


and you can tfy this chalFTn the comfort of your own home. 
For this 'No Obligation to Buy Service' si imply cell 





llSIa 1 


Vm 
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COMPETITION 


star extraTRAVEL 


See us online at: 

www.expressandslar.corn/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 

BnoLiglTt t you by tiie 

Express & Star 


Explore your world with 


Popular haunt 
is perfect for 
any occasion 


Chance to win 
a £25 voucher 


To celebrate the new 
festive menu now avail¬ 
able at the Dog and Gun 
in Wolverhampton, 
we’ve teamed up with 
Ember Inns to give 10 
readers the chance to 
win a £25 voucher to 
spend on food and 
drinks at the pub. 

Whether you fancy a 
seasonal drink with 
friends or a tasty meal 
with a loved one, make 
sure you have it on 
Ember Inns and choose 
from one of the deli¬ 
cious Christmas dishes 
on offer. 

The Dog and Gun’s 
festive menu features a 
selection of starters, 
including crunchy beer 
battered mushrooms, a 
mouth-watering choice 
of main courses, such 
as 8oz Rump Steak with 
Wiltshire bacon and 
mushroom sauce, or 
traditional roast turkey 
with all the trimmings. 

And for dessert 
choose from traditional 
Christmas pudding to 
tempting chocolate 
profiterole cheesecake. 

If you are really in the 
festive spirit, why not 
wash it down with one 
of our festive drinks 
such as mulled wine or 
Cointreau hot chocolate 
orange? 


What’s more, you can 
even enjoy three courses 
from Ember Inns’ festive 
menu for £11.95, or two 
courses for £9.95. 

For your chance to win 
this prize, answer the fol¬ 
lowing question: 

How many courses 
can you enjoy from 
Ember Inns’ festive 
menu for just £11.95? 

• One 

• Two 

• Three 

Send your entries to 

Dog and Gun Competi¬ 
tion, Wolverhampton 
Chronicle (Editorial), 51- 
53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton, WV1 1ES. 
Closing date: Thursday 
December 16. 

TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS: 

Winners will be chosen at 
random from all entries 
received. Winners must be 
over 18. Each prize will 
consist of one voucher for a 
meal and drinks for two to the 
value of £25. Vouchers will be 
valid from the date of issue 
for 28 days. Vouchers must 
be redeemed at the Dog and 
Gun only. Each individual 
voucher must be redeemed 
against one single bill. No 
photocopied or damaged 
vouchers will be accepted. 
Vouchers cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other 
offer or exchanged for cash. 


IT’S long been established as a 
popular haunt for all ages for both 
drinking and eating. 

And it’s easy to see why. The Dog and 
Gun in Tettenhall, Wolverhampton has a 
lovely warm atmosphere that greets you 
at the door. And it offers a wide choice of 
‘zones’ as manager Peter Davies refers 
to them so you can choose what level of 
privacy you want when dining. 

If you are out with your partner for a 
romantic meal you can settle in a nice . .. , 

little alcove but for larger groups and and three courses or £11.95 andI is 
work parties there are lots of more spa- available until Christmas Eve but the 
cious areas. In fact it’s the different pub is already booked up for Christmas 
nooks and crannies that give the pub ua ¥; . . , „ 

that extra appeal. The pub is also running a 12 Days of 

o j Christmas campaign, which started on 

Standard December 1 and runs until Sunday, 

It caters for around 80 covers and January 2, with special nights like 
there are also areas which are suited to Monday (Dec 13): Gift Wrapping Night 
drinkers only. Around 60 per cent of the proceeds going to charity; Xmas 
business is ‘dry’ (meals) and they are Eve: Party with cocktails and crackers 
certainly of a very high standard. etc; New Year’s Eve: Disco favourites; 

And the prices are good - you get a finishing with an End of Year quiz (Jan 2). 
decent bottle of red wine for just over . Throughout the year there are special 
£7 - the portions are generous and there nights such as Tuesday and Sunday quiz 
is a wide choice of dishes. ni 9 hts and curry (Tuesday) and grill 

The very reasonably-priced Christ- ( Thur s c| ay) nights, 
mas menu offers two courses for £9.95 And due f° daniand food is now 

served later until 10pm 
instead of 9pm. 

Peter, who has been 
manager there for six 
years, believes the 
appeal is that the pub 
offers quality dining with 
an informal feel. 

I can definitely vouch 
for that. 

SUE ATTWATER 


FACTFILE 

Dog and Gun 
1 Wrottesley Road 
Wolverhampton 
WV6 8SB 
01902 747943 
www.emberinns.co.uk 


Manager Peter Davies with staff Sarah Jones 
and Angela Foster 


originfumiture 


(sw Wiofta 
Rtdtricfc 3trc4t 
!Ablv4f4u«fr*«i 
WY2 4t>U 
NEXTat kW Itajfl P#i) 
41942 E44744 


HOUSTON 

msfAW 

NOW 


£199 


LESS THAN HALF PRIC 


HALF PRICE - WAS JS339 NOW £164 



Afcoot 

d Qur PILeraJele Street 
Klsten, WV14 OSS 
01902 496022 


BEAT THE VAT RISE IN JANUARY 2011 



SLUMBERKING 1000 DOUBLE 

DELIVERY STILL AVAILABLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 


Also at: 
14 Whifcum Stool, 
Bridgnorth WVI6 4QN 
01716 335090 
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There*s an easier way to help someone 
switch to digital TV. 

Get them to call the Help Scheme. 



Switching someone to digital can be relatively straightforward. But it can involve coming back to re-tune twice 
and in some cases replacing the aerial. If you really want to help someone switch, the best way may be to 
recommend the Switchover Help Scheme. 

We can provide anyone aged 75 and over or aligiMe disabled with: 

• Easy-to-use equipment 

• An approved installer to supply and install the equipment for them 

• A check on their TV aerial and replacement if necessary, where we can 

• A 12 month aftercare service including a free helpline 

This service Is available for just £40 all-inclusive or free if they’re eligible and on certain Income-related benefits. 
Tell them to call us free on 0800 40 85 900 


BBC 


I The Switchover Help Scheme 
I is inn bythe BBC 


d switchover 

help scheme 
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FEATURE 


What would you do if 
someone collapsed? 

The majority of people would not feel confident trying to 
save a life, something the St John Ambulance wants to 
change. CHRIS FEEHAN joins one of its courses 



Chris Feehan practises mouth-to-mouth resus¬ 
citation and, below puts a “casualty” into the 
recovery position 


C asually stuffing her face with 
penny chews, she was com¬ 
pletely oblivious to what was 
coming next. 

She, like any other five-year-old, had 
a sweet tooth, and in her eagerness she 
bit off more than she could chew, or 
indeed swallow. 

Suddenly, my little cousin was gagging, 
turning red, and unable to dislodge the 
brightly coloured sweet. My cousin was 
choking and I didn’t have enough time to 
fetch help. 

By fluke, my unorthodox version of the 
Mrs Doubtfire Heimlich Manoeuvre soon 
had her breathing again. 

This was my first and only real experience 
of administering first aid. 

Embarrassed at the thought of being 
unable to help somebody in need because of 
a lack of basic first aid knowledge, I decided 
to book myself onto a St John Ambulance 


course. Gareth May, St John Ambulance 
trainer at Wolverhampton’s Wharf Street 
centre, said: “Over half (56%) of people in the 
West Midlands wouldn’t feel confident trying 
to save a life,. 

“A quarter (29%) would just wait for an 
ambulance, a third (33%) would try first aid 
even though they are not sure what to do, 
and just over a quarter (28%) say they’d 
know what first aid to do. 

“But sadly, our research shows that many 
would do the wrong thing and could worsen 
things.” 

This April St John Ambulance launched 
The Difference campaign, which aims to 
encourage people to learn basic first aid 
skills which could make the difference 
between life and death. 

According to statistics released by St John, 
150,000 people die each year in situations 
where first aid could have given them a 
chance to live. 

Gareth said: “We believe that anyone who 
needs first aid should receive it and yet, as 
our latest research shows, that’s not happen¬ 
ing. “We can’t rely on other people to have the 
skills - everyone should take the responsibil¬ 
ity to learn first aid themselves. 

Surprised 

“We can all be the difference between a life 
lost and a life saved.” 

The course taught me many life saving 
essentials, particularly how to keep an 
injured or ill person comfortable and alive 
until paramedics arrive. 

I was surprised to learn that nearly every¬ 
one has placed somebody in the recovery 
position, usually to shove someone on their 
side to stop them from snoring. 

When learning CPR (Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation) I was faced with a limbless 
manikin and at first I was at a loss as to 
where to begin. Despite what you may have 
witnessed on Baywatch, often the injured 


party won’t come round during CPR but it is 
essential to perform 30 compressions at a 
rate of 100 per minute followed by blowing 
into the person’s mouth until their chest 
rises. 

This should be repeated until the person 
begins the breath unaided, paramedics 
arrive or if you are too exhausted to continue. 

In the session I was also taught how to 
perform the Heimlich manoeuvre, now 
known as abdominal thrust, how to treat 
cuts and burns and how to clear someone’s 
airway. 

Andy Griffiths, aged 24, from Penn, 
Wolverhampton, attended the course. He 
said “I was in the cubs when I was younger 
and learned first aid, so I already knew the 
basics but it is useful to refresh because you 
don’t know what you might have forgotten. 

Choking 

“It’s hard to say if I’d be able to use my first 
aid skills but I’m sure if push came to shove 
and someone’s life was on the line I’d get 
stuck in. Everyone should have basic first 
aid training. It should be part of the national 
curriculum.” 

Knowledge of basic first aid certainly 
made the difference to Christine Knight, a 
59-year-old from Kingswinford was out in 
Oldbury enjoying a meal with friends when 
she began choking. Her friends could do little 
more than offer her some water. Luckily a 
fellow diner saw the danger and performed 
several abdominal thrusts and was able to 
dislodge the food. 

When a woman collapsed at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s civic hall recently there were three St 
John Ambulance volunteers on hand to take 
control of the situation until paramedics 
arrived. By using CPR the volunteers 
managed to get the woman’s heart beating 
and saved her life. 

St John Ambulance teaches people first 
aid so that they can be the difference 



Chris Feehan practises his bandaging 
skills on a fellow trainee 


between a life lost and a life saved. As the 
nation’s leading first aid charity, it teaches 
more people first aid than any other organi¬ 
sation: each year, more than 800,000 com¬ 
plete a St John Ambulance training course. 

Even so, fewer than one in 10 people have 
been trained in first aid. 

You could be the difference between life 
and death. To find out how, visit 
www.SJA.org.uk or call 08700 10 49 50. 
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Banks’s cheer 
as profits soar 


MARSTON’S has revealed a 
leap in profits — helped by a new¬ 
found taste by drinkers for tradi¬ 
tional real ales. 

The Wolverhampton-based 
Banks’s brewer recorded overall 
profits of £73.5 million, up 4.6pc 
or £3.2m on last year. It said it 
had enjoyed a rise in revenue of 
4.5 per cent for its range of beers, 
with profits within its brewing 
arm rising by 1.3 per cent. 

Marston’s chief executive 
Ralph Findlay said people were 
turning away from lager and 


rediscovering real ale in its 
pubs. He said: “Clearly more 
people are also interested in 
regional beers, of which we have 
the widest range in the country. 

They are certainly going down 
well in the Black Country and 
our new brewery shop in Wolver¬ 
hampton has proved popular.” 

The brewer said its revenue in 
the 12 months to October 2 was 
up 0.9 per cent to £650.7m. The 
group is also pressing ahead 
with new pub openings. 



Event organiser Jen Dooner is ready to welcome visitors 


thechronicle 


Showing flair for gifts 

WOLVERHAMPTON Art opportunity to meet the entertainment for the day 
Gallery is partnering up designer maker whilst with an array of seasonal 
with the Light House for a browsing for products has songs. 

festive craft fair. proved successful in the past Festive Flair is being held 

Shoppers in search of with this being the latest in in the courtyard of the 
unique Christmas presents a long line of Flair events. Chubb Buildings, on Fryer 
are being invited to ditch the Artix/itiPQ Street in the city centre from 

high street in favour of a HLllVIUca llam-4pm with free admis- 

festive craft fair. Stalls will feature ceram- sion. 

Festive Flair, a designer ics, fine art, textiles, glass, Younger visitors can enjoy 
maker fair, is returning to fashion, jewellery as well as a free storytelling session 
the Light House on Saturday handmade Christmas cards before dropping by to see 
(11). There will be 35 stalls and decorations. Santa from noon-lpm and 2- 

with products, gifts and The free drop-in event is 3pm. 

pieces of art which have been set to host a range of activi- Admission to see Santa is 
crafted by each individual ties for all the family while a £3 which includes a goodie 
stallholder. The unique local choir will provide the bag. 
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Jody displays 
his art skills 


AN EXHIBITION reveal¬ 
ing Jody Craddock’s second 
passion is on show in Wolver¬ 
hampton this month. 

The Wolves defender’s first 
art exhibition is being held at 
Castle Galleries, on Victoria 
Street, until Sunday (12). 

It features his collection of 
portrait and abstract painting 
which include images of Mick 
McCarthy, Robert Plant, and 
David Haye as well contempo¬ 
rary floral pieces. 

The Redditch-born artist 
has been a Wolves player 
since 2003, he is currently out 
of the side through injury. 

Jody first decided to experi¬ 
ment with paint when he 
passed A-level Art during his 
teen years. He is a self-taught 
artist but believes his talent 
comes from an artistic gene. 

He said: “There is certainly 


an artistic line in my family, 
during World War One my 
Great Grandfather would 
decorate his letters home with 
pen and ink drawings. 

“This is a million miles 
away from my day job - which 
is why this collection of work 
means a great deal to me and 
why I am willing to put it out 
there for others to see." 

Interest 

The art exhibited will not 
be for sale but anybody con¬ 
sidering buying any can regis¬ 
ter their interest with staff at 
Castle Galleries, which is 
open from 9.30am until 
5.30pm from Monday to Sat¬ 
urday and from 10.30am to 
4.30pm on Sundays. 

For more information call 
Castle Galleries on 01902 
428312. 



Jody Craddock with some of his paintings that will be on display 


Fury at the cost of 
cash-saving survey 


CASH-STRAPPED 
bosses at Wolverhampton 
City Council are under fire 
for spending £4,400 asking 
residents how they can save 
money. 

It is using private firm BMG 
Research to call 1,300 residents 
at a time as it tries to cut £70 
million over five years. 

A member of the council’s Cit¬ 
izens’ Panel, who asked not to 
be named, said she got a call 
from the firm asking for her 
views. 

She said: “I cannot believe 
they are spending money with a 
private company to ask how 
they can save money. 


“There are people working for 
the council who are terrified 
about losing their jobs. 

Surely this could be done in 
house as a way of keeping the 
costs and the job losses down.” 

Confidence 

Cuts unveiled already 
include plans to slash funding 
for school meals, charging 
council staff for parking, a vol¬ 
untary redundancy scheme and 
reducing the number of high 
earning officers. 

Council bosses defended the 
survey as a way of allowing 
people to give their views 
anonymously. 

Joanne Lancaster, Wolver¬ 


hampton City Council’s assis¬ 
tant chief executive, said: “This 
work is carried out on behalf of 
the council by BMG. 

“Collecting the information 
in this way means that 
members of the Citizens’ Panel 
can be assured their replies will 
be treated in confidence./ 

“Given the range of activities 
involved when consulting the 
panel, from designing surveys 
to collecting the results, prepar¬ 
ing reports and keeping the 
panel’s membership up-to-date, 
using an external agency is also 
considered the most cost effec¬ 
tive way of gathering this infor¬ 
mation.” 
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Who’s a popular gift 
choice at Christmas 


D octor who 

shows no signs of 
losing its phe¬ 
nomenal appeal. 

Some feared that the 
replacement of the hugely 
popular David Tennant by 
the younger Matt Smith as 
the Timelord might dent the 
Doctor’s appeal. However, 
the enthusiastic Smith has 
energised the role as the 
(official) 11th Doctor and the 
BBCTV sci-fi series that 
started 47 years ago is as 
popular as ever. 

The BBC has lots of spin-off 
merchandise that will be filling 
the stockings of the nation’s 
young Whovians this Christ¬ 
mas. 

BBC Children’s Books is at 
the forefront. Doctor Who: The 
Secrets of the TARDIS 
(£14.99) comes complete with a 
sonic screwdriver, which beams 
a UV light for finding messages 
written in invisible ink. With it, 
young fans can shine a light into 
the database of the Doctor’s 
extraordinary ‘Time And Rela¬ 
tive Dimensions In Space’ 
machine, containing facts and 
stats on 170 alien creatures and 
worlds. 

Doctor Who: The Official 
Annual 2011 (£7.99) will fly off 
the shelves this festive season. 
It puts the emphasis on the most 
recent series, the first full one 
with the 11th Doctor, and con¬ 
tains a new story plus comics, 
puzzles and lots of pictures. 

More on the actor who has 
won British TV’s most coveted 
role can be found in The 
Eleventh Doctor: Matt Smith 
(£6.99). 

Long time fans will enjoy the 
highly detailed Doctor Who 
Companion Compendium 
(£6.99), a treasure trove of the 
time traveller’s trivia, including 
how to spell Doctor in Latin, 


Russian and Dalek. It’s every¬ 
thing you’re going to need to 
know if you ever hitch a lift in 
the TARDIS, including what 
happened to all the previous 
companions. Doctor Who: 
TARDIS Traveller (£8.99) is 
shaped like the famous craft and 
like it (and, indeed, all books) is 
bigger on the inside than out. 

BBC Children’s Books also 
has a series of Decide Your 
Destiny paperbacks (£5.99 
each) in which your choices 
determine the direction of the 
story, enhanced by material 
online at www.doctorwhochil- 
drensbooks.co.uk. Join the 11th 
Doctor and get between giant 
insects and the formidable space 
police in Judoon Monsoon, 
take on werewolves in Empire 
of the Wolf, take on giant crabs 
in Claws of the Macra or face 
the Sycorax in The Coldest 
War. 

Tom Baker 

Meanwhile, the fourth Doctor 
can be heard in a series of new 
linked adventures from 
AudioGO, the new name for 
BBC Audio Books. 

Tom Baker is in fine form in 
the Demon Quest series, new 
adventures featuring the flam¬ 
boyant Doctor along with his 
companions grumpy house¬ 
keeper Mrs Wibbsey and old 
friend Mike Yates. 

Sometimes a little too whimsi¬ 
cal for their own good, Paul 
Magrs’ stories will have more 
appeal for nostalgic Whovians 
than the new generation. 

The individual titles (£9.99) 
are, in order, The Relics of 
Time, The Demon of Paris, A 
Shard of Ice, Starfall and 
Sepulchre. They follow last 
year’s popular Hornets’ Nest 
series. 

The audiobooks are available 
on CD or to download from 
www.bbcaudiozone.com. 

Leon Burakowski 
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UGHTING ft ACCESSORIES 
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George Melly, left, whose career was relaunched in the June Bayley, US sax player Bud Freeman, Wolverhampton jazz 

1960s at The Crown Jazz Club with Graham Bayley pianist Bill Brewerton with his wife, and Graham Bayley 


Crown restoration saved 
jazz legend Melly’s career 
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JAZZ legend George Melly might 
have stuck to film reviewing had it 
not been for persuasive fans at a pub 
near Wolverhampton. 

The late singer and author credited reg¬ 
ulars at The Crown, Codsall, for relaunch¬ 
ing his music career in the late 1960s. 

He performed in the back room of the 
Wood Road pub alongside a succession of 
American jazz superstars who would nor¬ 
mally only be seen at much more presti¬ 
gious venues such as Birmingham Town 
Hall and the Civic Hall in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

The hook was the enthusiasm of 
Graham Bayley, an engineering teacher at 
Walsall Technical College, and his jazz- 
loving friends who were determined to 
find a local club for their music favourites. 

Graham ran into an old friend, whose 
parents ran The Crown, and after a few 
pints they agreed to try out a jazz club. 

In 1968 the Zenith Hot Stampers, a 
Birmingham-based traditional jazz band, 
were the first to perform on the makeshift 
stage of beer crates covered by wooden 
panels. 

Word soon got round and the acts 
became bigger, leading the brewery to 
build a proper stage and provide a baby 
grand piano. 

It was in October of that year, 1968, 
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that Graham managed to contact Melly. 

“I’d seen him in the 1950s with the Mick 
Mulligan Band, usually falling off the 
stage,” said Graham, now 72. 

“By this time he’d finished performing 
and was film critic for The Observer. 
George duly turned up and, supported by 
the Second City Band, proceeded to amaze 
everyone. He became a regular, packing 
the room out every time. He used to stay 
at our home for the weekend and spend 
his £25 fee on Sunday lunch out next day.” 

Feetwarmers 

Melly, who died in 2007 aged 80, said 
Wolverhampton had given him a fresh 
start and that he owed a great deal to the 
Crown Jazz Club. 

Graham continued: “He said if it wasn’t 
for the Crown he wouldn’t have performed 
again. After that he was discovered 
nationally. 

“I managed to book him again in 1975, 
with his band The Feetwarmers, but that 
was his last visit to The Crown.” 

Another British artist, Ronnie Scott, 
was a great supporter of the club and 
played at Codsall a number of times. US 
saxophonist Bud Freeman, whose music 
career started in the 1920s, was a regular. 

“His stories about the old days were fas¬ 
cinating,” said Graham. A1 Capone told 



George Melly performs at The Crown 


him, ‘don’t worry, Bud, no-one in this 
club will hurt you unless he’s paid to do 
it.” 

In the early days the club’s drinks 
licence finished at 10.30pm even though 
they got a music extension till midnight. 

“Mugs of tea appeared at 10.30 - just 
like the old prohibition days,” said 
Graham, now retired and living in 
France with his wife June. 

The club eventually closed in 1982. 
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There is 
nothing 


like a dame 


Clary doing a turn again 
with panto virgin Joan 


Joan Collins - debut 


DICK Whittington hits the stage at Birm¬ 
ingham Hippodrome this festive season 
starring Joan Collins - in her panto debut - 
and Julian Clary, who began his comedy 
career under the name ‘The Joan Collins 
Fan Club’. 

Also appearing in the star-studded show 
will be Walsall-born Hi-De-Hi star Jeffrey 
Holland as the Dame, and actor Nigel 
Havers (as King Rat) who recently quit the 
jungle by storming off TV show I’m A 
Celebrity... Get Me Out Of Here! 

Top of the bill will be glamorous former 
Dynasty star Joan Collins, who will be the 
wicked Queen Rat. Keith Harris and Orville 
the Duck play the rat catchers. 

Julian Clary, who will be returning to the 
Hippodrome to play The Spirit of the Bells, 
said: “This is probably the biggest and most 
lavish pantomime I have ever been involved 
in.” 

Dick Whittington opens on Saturday, 
December 18, and runs until January 30. 


Pulse is taking a Christmas break but will be back in the New Year 


3D magic comes to Wolverhampton this festive season 
when an animated genie will be among the stars of the 
Grand’s pantomime, Aladdin, alongside top panto 
dame Christopher Biggins. 
Rocks, spiders and a head-spinning genie come flying 
towards the audience in hi-tech special effects in the show 
from panto production house Qdos, which will be staged 
at the Grand from Saturday, 
December 11 -January 30. 
Former ‘King of the Jungle’ Biggins and hip 
■ fc comedy ventriloquist Paul Zerdin will ensure 
lots of chuckles during the city’s big 
, • - Christmas show but the biggest wow factor 

will come when audiences put on the 
j jfi special glasses issued by 

rJft the usherettes. 

“It’s going to be a spectacular 
pantomime,” says Biggins. 
Christopher Biggins interview on page 36. 


YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


Sophie Ellis-Bextor is going back on 
tour - interview - page 31 


Glenn’s homage to home - page 36 
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Spam! 

Spam! 

Spam! 

IT’S PANTO time... oh yes it is! 
Aladdin arrives at the Grand in 
Wolverhampton with Christopher 
Biggins as Widow Twankey, ventril¬ 
oquist Paul Zerdin as Aladdin and 
an animated 3D genie. The show is 
on from Saturday to the end of 
January. 

Meanwhile, over in Birmingham, 
Joan Collins and Nigel Havers as Queen 
and King Rat will be menacing Dick 
Whittington at Birmingham Hippo¬ 
drome from December 18 to the end of 
January. 

If you are looking for an alternative to 
traditional festive fare, Jodie Prenger, 
Matthew Kelly and Todd Carty are star¬ 
ring in Monty Python musical Spamalot 
at Birmingham’s Alexandra Theatre 
until New Year’s Day. 

Preview performances of Matilda, 
Roald Dahl’s story of a telekinetic 
schoolgirl who gets her revenge on a 
monstrous headmistress and a loveless 
family, has been getting standing ova¬ 
tions at Stratford where the Royal 
Shakespeare’s colourful new produc¬ 
tion features songs by Aussie comedian 
Tim Minchin. It’s on until January 30. 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
brings childhood favourite, The Secret 
Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, 
to the stage this Christmas, to January 
8. David Bintley’s lavish new production 
of the classic fairy tale Cinderella for 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, with music by 
Prokofiev, is on until Sunday. Birming¬ 
ham Stage Company presents the chil¬ 
dren’s fantasy The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter, based on a story by author of 
The Golden Compass Philip Pullman, at 
the city’s Old Rep theatre until January 
28. 

The Crescent Theatre Company 
present their version of TV favourite 



Dad’s Army at Birmingham’s Crescent 
Theatre from this Saturday to Decem¬ 
ber 18. 

Tonight (Thursday) Jeff Wayne’s War 
of the Worlds at the NIA features Jason 
Donovan, Rhydian, Justin Hayward, a 
36-piece string section and a giant 
Martian fighting machine. 



Amy Lennox as Mary Lennox in The 
Secret Garden at Birmingham Rep 
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Gervase Phinn 
Prince of Wales Theatre, 

Cannock 

Jesus came from an egg. 
How? Because Mary laid him 
in a manger or at least that’s 
how one young girl saw it in 
the world according to racon¬ 
teur and professional York- 
shireman Gervase Phinn. 

Phinn was on form with his 
endless stream of observations, 
poignant tales and anecdotes 
which he has collected through 
many years as an Ofsted inspec¬ 
tor in and around the Yorkshire 
Dales. 

He kept thePrince of Wales 
audience enthralled and at one 
point, recounting a story inspired 
by The Beatles’ Eleanor Rigby 
about a dying priest named father 
McKenzie and his innocent and 
inspiring relationship with a 
young boy, you could have heard 
a pin drop in the almost church¬ 
like reverence that Phinn’s con¬ 
gregation were held in. 

Phinn’s appeal is he has never 
lost the ability to think and see life 
from a child’s point of view. 

His stories range from being 


Monty Python's Spamalot. 

Alexandra Theatre 

Having spent an hour stuck 
in traffic and then had my face 
stung by the sub-zero temper¬ 
ature, it is fair to say I wasn't 
inclined to Always Look on the 
Bright Side of Life. 

But two hours after curtain up 
on Spamalot, I was merrily singing 
along with this ironic Python 
anthem. 

The musical mayhem that is 
Spamalot, ‘lovingly ripped off’ 
from the film Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail by Eric Idle and 
John Du Prez, is a joyously silly 
romp through Arthurian legend. 

It features a killer rabbit, Finnish 
folk dancers, knights who say 'ni', 
dancing plague victims, rude 
Frenchmen and a personal 


appearance by God on video 
(looking a lot like Eric Idle). 

A small but hard-working cast 
give themselves over entirely to 
the daftness including Matthew 
Kelly as a perplexed King Arthur, 
I'd Do Anything winner Jodie 
Prenger as a showbiz diva Lady of 
the Lake and Todd Carty as trusty 
servant Patsy. 

The knights to remember are 
played by the hilarious trio of 
Samuel Holmes, David Langham 
and Simon Lipkin. 

The show is also a good- 
natured mickey take of West End 
musicals and throws in a few 
topical and Brummie orientated 
gags too. 

It continues at the Alex to 
January 1. 

LEON*BURAKOWSKI 


given a lesson on sheep by an 
eight year old expert while trying 
desperately to recount the 
parable of the lost sheep, to 
feeling awkward about having to 
go back to his own boyhood 
schools and assess the teachers 
who taught him. 

Phinn has a clarity and incisive¬ 


ness which doesn’t use smut, 
offensive behaviour or language 
and is a refreshing alternative to a 
lot of the sneering and cynicism 
around today. 

And what is innuendo? Accord¬ 
ing to one of Phinn’s subjects it’s 
an Italian suppository. 

DANNY FARRAGHER 


Sophie’s choice of music 


Ten years on from the release of 
what has just been named the 
most played radio tune of the past 
decade, Sophie Ellis Bextor is 
back on tour with fourth album, 
Straight to the Heart. 

The married mum of two has 
taken a seven year break from solo 
touring and promises an upbeat, 
dance floor filling return to her 
Groovejet, ‘If this Ain’t Love’ best. 

“My style of music has come full 
circle really - I started off with a 
dance hit and have worked with 
the likes of Freemasons and Calvin 
Harris for my latest album. 

“The tour is high energy with an 
upbeat set, including all my old hits 
as well as the new material - every¬ 
one will be up on their feet.” 

Over the past few years Ms 
Bextor has toured with legendary 
acts Take That, George Michael 
and Elton John and is now happy 


Sophie Ellis Bextor talks to 

ANNABEL MOTTRAM about 
going back on tour 

to be the centre of attention again. 

“I have been really lucky to work 
with some amazing people and 
now come back in my own right - 
performing for a live audience and 
getting the crowds going.” 

The singer, songwriter and 
model has for the past two years 
also been enjoining success dj-ing 
with her husband, The Feeling gui¬ 
tarist Richard Jones. 

Sophie, who named her 2008 
Olympic handover rendition of 
Carly Simon’s Nobody Does it 
Better at Buckingham Palace as a 
career highlight, is to tour for three 
weeks beginning in Moscow. 

“I have a big Russian following 
and love going over, it’s four hours 
on a plane but a different world 


altogether. I’m looking forward to 
my return to Birmingham though; 
I’ve sung here many times before 
and love the different venues and 
atmosphere.” 

Sophie Ellis-Bextor is in concert 
at Birmingham 02 Academy 2, 
December 18. 
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Sophie Ellis-Bextor 
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rrtOdd'i i p 
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esiitT^swi 
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&*|44* eflHftvj 

|irtaii-«|,N 

if > •■ I O OAX 

-ft** n <tny 

.x>cud x Net H .von-ft vj 
Mi; aitalMerM 

ftftw** IlkMal^: J'i*.!: 

• M t> ot tvtooOal 
»anftai(*ftrto*.fllJ 

06ft H i: j Lin UkCrvo* 

L4 JC At i f 

IM CtyLCMi, 

tt.ti ttcaCaovta. y^t -rtt 
"xt fT. <J>(u/itM. .T> 

nflft A | 4ft* T * Ml L t,if4 
9>x. in dft> ll»»nx i 

r*d»:. 011 To.Ty i* 

r^ctvj tv* Ai 


r?.± 

m. a DoauDi tax ♦ mm cjrajtai 

9t-4 T- Mft4: H.I ^Mf M 
"Va*w ft HiW-* T> % ty K ' M ►Va’.'fHt 
Im w", zy\ vi*r> viayrd i*t< ax-i 
Ofturam . »xc /.■ ftx * •-*: •:«*: 
im II. *u ► v*r ar* -wd* j*a* 
oiAiiiiiaM e«i j a«r»i <i*«4 
CTMl'IJN) 

nuft 

«OU4l tH tat.9) ►»!,♦ «d/.|U 
Ufa, I *•• Jt* M *• bui HM 

Met 

rt.4 

M#n»t ftl*ji Oaft* (fM<| TO tv 
^ rVxfttiO:-TftO^y >fn»p 4001 l»ft< 

HWlBUiPlfO JffNHPXl V<x, 
NMI 


Uftja: *a^ftft» ^',,ftutj('V.vr* 
Fu4 nmmc iftoM Km boa tJH 

f)a a* a«.a<i< ii ltd dhj 

Tft guftt not «0(iO HMIfl OMI 

t*4A »*j 


mm rod, o»| Cato* i • **«<*. a 

■ im rtft.u>) tMh< *•» a coo* 
VMftitff Tf. VI*, MW * 

wntNOv* Mr^ftr* 

m 

tun v><* *« vto* k a fcj'«ut ltd 
Vi ft 'J A 1 9 j Gkfti 

n*4d Hft*(rv*4 «JM TP liCt .djTi: 
mun 

JJUH 

uft^r tiftSft |H«n kd ttft*r #> V4. 
|H9) \NG0fi ftorvi * AIT nil XUlft i 

m* .1 *3t £* A«> n OH Oft, rt*A‘ 
ue**Mf, rii*ftj v«> vs* jc" ti”"* 
M# IjiHttr yo?) flijft .^ioi 
iPtm* fmAfct • 
m «4ak* Oaftitlfto^ft* 



ttT'ii'i 


?ct.£10.40 per gnam 

14ct.£16.17 per gram 

18ct.£20.80 per gram 

22ct.£25.42 per gram 


24d.£27.73 pergnam 

Full Sovenagi.£203 

Full Kiuggeiand.£875 


37 p/gram 

42p/gram (minimum) for 
charm bracelets and Alberts chains 

Any silver articles iTaltnarked aie: priced per piece 




rr 

, 'i d ^ 

T 

: 

-J euro coins mm 

I^LIL 


M, i l 


L 

■ 

—-— =r m 


Fine Platinum £28.00/gram 

Ttiormo Coupliig Wir* wmUtl Platinum Cru<U«takon 


All Rolex 
V'nfatc Fes 
Wanted 


All Omega 
Watches 
Wanted 


All Rocket 
'Watches 
Wanted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO 


TO DO WITH GOiD; 
SILVER; PLATINUM; 
WATCHES AND ANTIQUE: 
CALL FOR FREE ADVICE 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 


www.bowjanglesmidlands.co.uk 

0121 556 6868 
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P&I& with Nil Adv£ii1£0 PftvrtWrtt™ 

1 r j -inch liI by j, tilir*Lilie -1 liI r iboudilioniny, 
fronI roy JiyliLj eLcIrlcwin thvji, inulli-d'L'vLe 
i n k r Ltcc^, inLiii u li^ [jclrol or die^i-T. 


Gdf S 14 TSI S-d&^wtth £249 

advari £0 ^nym^ntt 

t llinLilk' : join i-cn □ loiriLi I ic air cond ilion i fry, 
drrvc-rls y.nccLiirLLtg_ 1 Thin I c-bdricwindovjY 
inu Ili-Tundic-n ooin^ulcr. 


If you rely on Motability, 
rely on us for worry-free 
motoring. 

EjeeJumge yoLii' JiigJuer iate ]no Ijilitir filiov/ance for si 
brsurcHreYr csu aiucLeiijay vronnr- free ]njotorrng for less 
tJisui £50 si vreek Eriruid- ]iev.r careveiy tJnee yesu - ^ 
ijisLLrsmce surd ml tsix, sei-vicrn^ ]nsirnte]ismce suucL 
repiniis, bresikclovni cover. 


■ Mottobility 

MflP piimib * ii timiir 

F&rmora Inrformatlon on eligibility 

Mil osoo 9-sa 

*r vl s It -www. mfitabl I lty^*.u k 


Wolverhampton Volkswagen 

Kilslon Ho«d_, WoIvgi Iiohi plo n_, W'/2 2 j\J. IgIg phone: <J I!Id2 

■.w.' vj v> :■ I ■.Vrf i ■ a* i -il ■:■. i. ■.' ■ :J ta'v> 1 : : pi'.V.o >! ■ i k 
'.VdJuwtiavHiruf. VsJknuaAinld iiiTr.v 



■'AvLiiliiljle oil filocti 1.2 5- clooi- snoclelo raid. G1.2 CO PG cuid 70 PG 5- door mode .Id vritli ciii - eoaiditioaiLij-, GE 1.2 00 PG cmd 70 PG. GE 1.4 SO PG cuid GE TDI 1.2 75 PG 0- dooi- snodelo. tOfier availnliie 
oil Golf G 1.4 TGI 0-door mode Id. Offe rD amilaLJe mitiilI>eeemLer Slcrt, 2010. OfiLc-jciifueleoaiDLUiiiytioai in mpj- flitieDi'lOOkjij for tlie V='Ji:..:.v.ra : 'e]i iLUije lll'LluiIS.2 (21.4]-07 3 (4.2); esitin 
iu-Lcm20.0 (lQO)-Ol.l (3.1]; eomtijied 10.5 (14.0) “SO.7 (3.5). COc emiDoioaio34S-01^Vlfj](i. 
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Monday 


Wednesday 


Tie 



Friday 


lUt* * ET44.-1tt.-Kt U15 Off EtLIii 
jH HuiHl- Uivter tlie HeiYiner; 
f; Eec Mewc* weeb ier. iw Reel 
Rocolbg 11*5T:- Enver Mott Eiy; EECMewo; 
Weedier. t£.15Berg,-!n hint {R} Ut* EEC Mewc; 
Wdcbier. 11* Rejorvil Mewc Weedier. MS 
□octcro. 2H5Eccn>etotlie CoLiby F} Ut* EEC 
Mewq Weedier; Rs-Jchv! Mewc, Ut 5 CEEC. 5.E 
W'eebect LI*. Ut* EEC nw.t; Weedier. U4 
Fk-J chv! Mewc Proii’iHYiYBc: Weedier. IH Tie 
One Sliow 73*1 ndde- QitEEC Mewq Rejorvl 
Mewo *.** EevaEivlerc- Ul* Be!>y R In Ht 
MAW t'iVof(t - PmctLini tuHAoaioed HuH 
EEC Mewc, HJ5FteJcrv! Mewo; Weedier. IMS 
A Citsctfcn of Eqmt. 11*5 ==q:■ crtii- Fercoiv-!ty of 
Hie Ydev: Tie Cortervlerc- 11*5 Tlie Grelvim 
Morton Sliow; (Fi Weedieriew ISi** Skpi Zm»: 
Tie AMxetTttoe -|f;. 11* A Life wttliOLrtWifk. ■;F^ 
£.** Tie Story of ScTeiioe - Power, Proof eivl 
RntdOHi FJ 1.1* EEC Mewc. 

3 1.** ce«m«. 9* CEEC. M4 
CEeedfec, til* Aitne! Rrk. ■;Fi¬ 
ts.** Deiy ftTHtoc, tS-4* GP.TT wttll George 
.“IrgLIi 1** Dlb Sctfli {R} l.*5 Rln £010 will 
deiKlei Wlblenvn F} £.15Reevy Stsonly Cook. 
FJ 1 j** P.l r: ler, Sirs Wofce -p} U*5Rogltl Thn 
of Hu- Bod. +.1* Ri-kdec-c -R- £15 Tin- Heily 
Ebero' Cook Of. 1.** CeHxHy EoJiecvIc 1.1* 
Strlotty Coin* Deivfnj - ttTebec T.o. 71* Tic 
WorkE FeMcfcito Hood Doctor. *.** Uitiercfly 
dvderge. 1.1* M-eivLi 8.**leii Hdopt ,“.ge -:<f 
In Do-Goo<leic, Hut* Grurr-y Old l.tai (R} 
H.l* Mewcnkjl-t Weertlier. IIS* .“jnerk-en 
□eeiYL F} oil EEC Mewc, 1.1* Cloco. 

K^fTVut* Deylxec*. 1.14 Lorre! lie. 8 JSTts- 
HU B J 4T4H iTy I ■; y 4- SI 10 W H.l* TI!cMcn!ig 
ISJ* Locce Women 114 ITV Mewq Wfeedier. 
155 Rejcrv! r-tewq WeatHer. £** Hctte Git 
Ut* □-Silivon'o Rec! Deei <R} 4.58 Rejcrv! 
Weedier. Ut* P.lton iw MLrderc, -p;- 5** Tie 
ALin TtcliiVTdi Sliow 1.** Rejcrv! Mw.c; 
Weetlier. 1.1* ITV Mewc; Weedier. 7t* 
EiYimerde!e 11* Coronation Street ♦.** 
Ccubywlce Ktdien U34 Cor or vd on Street tut* 
Tie Sewey Hut* ITV Mewc- etTen Wbedm. H.l* 
Rejorvl P-fewc; Wtoedier. HutSFfiYi Ydug Atkin. 
(£003} Renrtere. Fork-:I J-eiYVT, cLin-lg Ewun 
I.Mrojx t£J5 Tlie Done; ITV Move-HookII tec. 
2l£5 LEF, 11 . CIVI 11 fcHi:- Looklis '.I'MsoMy 2 l 55 Tits- 

JsroiYTy l(ylo SIiwjl (R} l.** m.i T" J - -- 

ITVMonlnu Mwjc, 


^MKjTtcorooii 5 


Chann*l 4 


Mltelvfcol f.1 


K.H Sutl P.1.1 L FI' 1-C Tlw 
■TTooido Rk-|:4s. (R} 1.1* 
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Spectacular show, a 3D genie and 
and lashings of Twankey panky 


O NE of Britain’s best loved celebrities, Christo¬ 
pher Biggins, is promising Wolverhampton a 
spectacular Grand pantomime this winter. 

The actor and reality TV star is a veteran of 39 
pantos but reckons Aladdin, which opens at the 
Grand on Saturday, could be the best yet. 

“It is what I call a good old-fashioned London Pal¬ 
ladium pantomime and what I mean by that is we have 
unbelievable scenery. I have been doing pantomine 
for 38 years and I haven’t done one with scenery like 
this, with costumes that are so lavish and an amazing 
cast.” 

The show is a tweaked version of the production of 
Aladdin that broke box office records in Plymouth last 
year, in which veteran dame Biggins again played 
Widow Twankey. 

“Everyone we did the panto with last year is coming 
back except for Aladdin and Wishee-Washee and we 
have put those roles together and have the amazing 


Christopher Biggins talks to LEON 

BURAKOWSKI about panto, Porridge 
and paying the mortgage 

ventriloquist Paul Zerdin. He is brilliant. 

“And we have a 3D genie... oh yes we do! “ Cue 
familiar booming laugh. 

“When I saw it in rehearsal I was absolutely blown 
away. It cost a lot of money and the running costs are 
huge for it. When Abanazar and Aladdin are in the 
cave with this extraordinary genie, you can see the 
kids trying to catch the spiders. It is phenomenal. 

“It is going to be a spectacular pantomime, one of 
the most spectacular Wolverhampton has staged.” 

Biggins also has a key role in the region’s other big 
pantomime this winter but not on stage... it was he 
who encouraged his close friend Joan Collins to make 
her panto debut this year, playing Queen Rat in Dick 
Whittington at Birmingham Hippodrome. 


“We were talking about the fact a job had fallen 
through over Christmas and New Year and I said come 
on Joan why don’t you do a pantomime. I told her she 
would be great. I think I sowed the seed. Sadly I don’t 
think I will be able to see her perform but I know she’s 
going to be fantastic. We will get together for dinner 
on our night off.” 

But another one of his celebrity pals will be calling 
in at the Grand for one of the performances. 

“Cilia (Black) will be coming to Wolverhampton 
because she is not doing a pantomime herself this 
year,” said the star, whose early roles included such 
TV classics as the drama I, Claudius, and prison sit¬ 
com Porridge with Ronnie Barker. 

“I am very lucky, I have a very varied, interesting and 
good career. I loved Nero in I, Claudius, and Ozzy 
Whitworth in Poldark from my straight acting years. I 
loved Surprise Surprise with Cilia, I’m A Celebrity Get 
Me Out Of Here and Come Dine With Me. 



“As long as I can plod along and pay the mortgage- 
well, thankfully, I paid that off last year -1 am happy to 
be able to live a full life.” 

He loves art - he once bought a Hockney for £150 
that’s now worth £10,000 - and technology, his most 
treasured possession is his iPhone, he says, and he 
enjoys holidays in Mauritius. 

But he always makes sure he is available for the 
panto season. “I love the audience participation and I 
love to make an audience laugh and that it is for every¬ 
one, from three to 93. 

“When I did the ‘Jungle’ I didn’t do a pantomime 
that year, so I went and saw 15 pantomimes. I went all 
over the country. It was wonderful.” 

Aladdin is staged at the Grand until January 30. 



From left, Glenn Hughes with Jason Bonham on drums and Joe Bonamassa. 


Glenn communing with the Black Country 


GOOD news for fans of Anglo-American 
rock supergroup Black Country Communion - 
who perform their debut UK gig at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on December 29 - front¬ 
man Glenn Hughes is already working on 
songs for their second album. 

The former Deep Purple and Trapeze singer, who 
hails from Cannock, revealed that BCC is no ‘one- 
off’ project when talking to The Chronicle from his 
hillside home in sunny California, which he shares 
with wife Gabrielle. “I love England but not the cold 
and the rain,” he admitted. 

The band features Hughes on vocals and bass 
guitar, drummer Jason Bonham, the Dudley-born 
son of the late Led Zeppelin sticksman John 
Bonham, with Americans - guitarist Joe Bona¬ 
massa and keyboardist Derek Sherinian. Their self- 
titled debut album - a slab of classic bluesy hard 
rock - has been a big success. 

“I have prepared a lot of songs, we’ve probably 
got three-quarters of the next album,” said Glenn. 


“Joe (Bonamassa) and Kevin (Shirley, the producer) 
both live in LA and we get together at Kevin’s studio 
in Malibu. It’s very cohesive and organic. I bring my 
songs, Joe brings his and we finish each other’s 
songs. I have a studio at home and sometimes I 
have to remind myself to get out of there,” said 
Glenn, a former rock wildman who has cleaned up 
his act. 

Thankful 

“Songwriting is what I do and I do it every day, 
even on Christmas Day. I am known as a rock singer, 
and I appreciate and am thankful for that but prima¬ 
rily I am a songwriter. Those creative urges get 
stronger the further I get from the days when I would 
get high or drunk.” 

He reckons it’s fate that has brought the four of 
them together in a band after years of friendship, a 
lifetime’s worth when it comes to Jason Bonham. 

“I knew Jason before he knew me,” said Glenn. “I 
remember when he was a two-year-old, John (his 


father) was a friend of mine and I was like an uncle 
to Jason. He’s my friend’s son and I love him to bits. 

“I believe in fate and in karma. I had a dream 
which told me I was going to be in a rock ’n’ roll band 
again. I was all set to make another funky Glenn 
record but I put the brakes on... and three weeks 
later I’m in this band Black Country Communion.” 

The name references Glenn and Jason’s roots in 
the West Midlands. 

“It was very important to me and to Jason that the 
first gig be at Wolverhampton Civic Hall. That really 
means something to us. It’s a great rock venue in the 
heart of the Black Country. We’ve got to play where 
the name came from. 

“I’ve played the venue about ten times but not in 
recent years. I played there with my first band The 
News in 1968, then in ‘69 with Finders Keepers, 
then several times with Trapeze and then with Deep 
Purple a couple of times.” Just before heading 
down the canyon to record at Malibu, Glenn signed 
off with a cheery “Up the Wolves!” 
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Local Mole .co.uk 

Digging for the tost local businesses 

Fully booked with 
restaurants 


LocalMole.co.uk 

The smart new 
website for 
finding trusted 
businesses in 
the West Midlands 
brought to you by 


Express & Star 



pi 


i' 


Advertise 


occasion 



Ixpress & Star 

V 01 SOS 31 7878 









































































WOLVERHAMPTON CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 09 2010 Page 37 


At Specsavers, 
the price of 
your hearing aids 
includes everything 
you need 

Complete digital hearing 
package from £495 


When you buy a hearing aid there are extras you'll need to get the 
most out of it, which can add significantly to the price. 

Not any more. We're changing the way that you buy hearing aids 
by including all the essential extras in the price. At Specsavers, you 
will only ever be seen by a qualified Hearing Aid Audiologist and our 
advance range of digital hearing aids uses the latest technology from 
world-leading manufacturers. 

Our hearing aid package includes two hearing aids for the price of 
one, four years' worth of batteries and aid enhancements such as 
directional microphones and auto telephone/telecoil. And for peace 
of mind, we will also guarantee your hearing aids for four years to 
include accidental damage. All of this from £495. 

Book a free hearing test or find out more 
at specsavers.co.uk/hearing 

Wolverhampton 126 Salop Street. 

Tel: 01902 713 555 



Bilston 84 Church Street. 
Tel: 01902 407 940 


Hearing Centres 


2 for 1 offer applies to Specsavers’ advance range. Both hearing aids 
for customer’s sole use. Cannot be used with other offers. Offer ends 
1 January 2011. 

©2010 ipecs;ivei"s HeEincaneGroup Limited. All riehts reserved. 
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bMHM .CO.uk 


Smooth - and with all the toys 


AUDI’S new A6 Saloon 
has been redesigned from 
the ground up and bene¬ 
fits from the brand’s most 
advanced lightweight 
construction techniques. 

With weight kept in check 
through aluminium and 
steel composite construc¬ 
tion, despite enhanced 
equipment levels, the new 
A6 will deliver dynamically 
and in terms of efficiency - 
with 57mpg-plus economy 
potential and C02 outputs 
of as little as 129g/km. 

It also offers executive ‘toys’ 
such as self parking, thermal 
imaging cameras and massag¬ 
ing seats. 

Aluminium 

UK A6 orders will be taken 
from January and first deliver¬ 
ies will begin in the spring. 
Prices will start at £30,145 on 
the road. 

Aluminium and high-tech 
steels make up much of the 
reworked body of the new A6. 

Combining the two materials 
reduces the shell weight by 
around 15 per cent, and enables 
the A6 2.0 TDI to tip the scales 
at a relatively modest 1,575kg. 

Hi-tech design methods and 
materials ensure extremely low 
interior noise levels, while pre¬ 
cision tuning of all components 



The new Audi A6 will be 15 per cent li 

and systematic hydraulic damping in the 
axle and drivetrain bearings provides 
excellent refinement. 

The 2.0-litre TDI 177PS, 3.0-litre TDI 
204PS, 3.0-litre TDI 245PS and 3.0-litre 
TFSI 300PS units all make use of 
advanced direct injection technology for 
the leanest possible fuel burn rate, and 
work in conjunction with important tech- 


jhter than the old model and will feature a 

nologies from the brand’s modular effi¬ 
ciency platform - the start-stop system, 
the energy recovery system and the inno¬ 
vative thermal management concept. 

As a result, fuel economy has improved 
by up to 19 per cent compared to the previ¬ 
ous model. 

The drivetrain choice, based on the 
engine version, will include a manual six- 


aft of premium features and gadgets 

speed transmission or continuously vari¬ 
able multitronic CVT for front-wheel-drive 
models, and the new seven-speed‘S tronic’ 
twin-clutch transmission for quattros. 

Each unit features a wide gear-ratio 
spread which makes a significant contri¬ 
bution to overall efficiency. 

New energy-efficient electromechanical 
power steering, in conjunction with the 



The Audi’s cabin is luxurious and classy 


lightweight suspension set-up, 
will impart even greater preci¬ 
sion and composure. 

Comfort is highly prized in 
the executive saloon class. The 
A6 has a more refined ride that 
can, as before, cosset more com¬ 
pletely if the option of adaptive 
air suspension with controlled 
damping is chosen. 

The car’s low, sleek roofline 
lends it a purposeful air which 
its optional LED headlights and 
LED daytime running lights 
emphasise further. 

The roomy interior with its 
cocooning ‘wraparound’ dash 
panel combines the latest Audi 
design language with the most 
salient technological advances. 

Supportive seats upholstered 
as standard in Milano leather 
position occupants perfectly in 
relation to the cabin’s focal 
point, the Multi Media Inter¬ 


face with its 6.5-inch 
retractable monitor and large 
central control knob. 

MMI provides easy and intu¬ 
itive access to the high quality 
audio system, the Bluetooth 
phone interface and the SD 
card-based navigation system - 
a much prized asset which, 
uniquely in the premium sector 
at this level, is standard in the 
A6. 

An eight-inch monitor and 
fingertip sensitive touch pad 
are available to upgrade MMI 
to MMI Touch. 

The system’s touch pad 
enables characters to be ‘drawn’ 
by the driver using an index 
finger for navigation or tele¬ 
phone data entry. As well as 
ultra-intelligent 3D navigation 
mapping, the new MMI Touch 
system can store audio tracks 
and telephone data. 
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MASSIVE PART-EX CLEARANCE 
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1.4 COUPE 

♦ Burfoolh \ 

9jfdem ~ 

♦ iPod Nano A Doc 
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means 


* * 


ing is 


Use your mobility allowance 
Breakdown recovery 
Road tax and insurance 

Servicing and maintenance Motabilitv 

i L. U.J..-...L'.-l * 


60,000 mileage allowance 
Specialist advice 


| nr ■ r'wiT* tr-r iiinfvpH vnnp 


www.motabilityoCO.uk 


Not sure if you qualify for a Motability car? Call 0&00 953 4QG2 


A great choice of Peugeot are 
available through Motability 


Find out more from our Motability specialist call today 


NEW 3008 

£399 ADVANCE PAYMENT 

■ L>FLI f TAILGATE AND MULTIFILE INTERIOR 

■ S' EU HO NCAR SAFETY RAT NO 

■ AIR CON DRONING 



207 S 1 A 8v 5 door 

NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


■ ADS WITH EBF 0 AND EDA 

■ r ront side AikbACS 

■ REMOTE CONTROL CENTRAL LOCKING 



308 S 1.4 VTi 5 door 

NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 

■ FRONT FOG LIGHTS 

■ R ADIG/CD PLAVER ■ E SMART AIRbACS 

■ AIR CONDITIONING 



We are pleased to announce that the Peugeot 3008, voted what Car? 

Co r of I he y eh o r , i $ now o v: j iI nbIe o:i I lift MolCibil i ly scheme, you con view l..oe 
3UEJE and th c rest of ca rs ava Ic blc under This scheme at q._t special event, 
where we will he a b I. e [o offer ex peri odvice- 


PEU C EOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 



HyLton Wolverhampton 

349-419 Cannock Road, Wolverhampton 

Tel: 01902 733377 

www. hy Lton.co.uk 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/lOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 3006 ore: Urban MPG (1/lDOkm) 26.7 
(10. 6), 47.9 (5.9), Extra Urban MPG (L/10Qkm} SO. 4 (5.6). 65.7 (4.3), Combined MPG (L/lGOkmj 38.2 (7.4). S77 (4.9). CO 2 
emissions 130 (g/km). 179 (g/km}, for the 207 ronge ore: urban 26.5-49.5 (9.9-5. 7), extra urban 49.5-76.3 (5.7-3. 7), combined 
19.2-64 j (7.2 4.4) and COi 117 171 (g/km) and for the 308 range are: urban 24.8 49.5(11.4 5.7), extra urban 47.1 74.3 
(6.0-3. 8); combined 35.8-62.7 (79-4.5) and CO 2 120- 188 (g/km}. 

'NiLuLv^iiiu l:lmi:iui , L .uLjuL.'.j u -j .iL, j -l :--i .ykui-ju MV :■ i 53S riunLi uii-. n -ilLi -|ii-jL>um mid 'J 'N -jih.L .. ■. i-iu ul ;,j .u j:ruj-. ■km , .v t ■I:<iii|.<liiilj T _C ■dk-.rvh ,1'u riijiiL -Ij-iihh L dit j:j h .imu irid 

C1 “ f r .hrv,Ti - ^ Sr- 1 ill .^ - nr jF- -i i7r-rF-> 1 Tinli I nr Ini rur - r--TinHih riri>". pl^ni* r--ritr--r-hF> l-'Fii.iF-rih '-'nr-- li lir^ nn Illl- ^ ^ 1 V-1 J.h : nl!r «Yiri | ®-i rF-rn'ri^rf -ii 1 l-nmmq r.n 
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FREE 

online 

vflhirtkn 


/-'f Rig h:4 Homes' 7 '' 

Landlords 

%l lUM/umii I Pool ftirC unh 

7% 

wiij r«y \»or«F»iKirsc ’ 

NOlUtUnulrwII 

f Ls? YOUR PROWRTf kkY 

am 



• PfoEL I**}**?* 

• Ha in MQ Fir 

• All T tMfivlS RJiK 4lf 1 * 1*1 OllOXfi 

• fWlilX*. pa**KW i * »MOlH 



life Kies in 


'■ G 


37 KAUZEIGCCUIAEBL^1M90klL£S. S+135 


FUSION/FIESTA 


30 FESTA14ZETEC 5-DR. SLVER, CUMAE, Stf 88 KlllES._. M» 

07 reSTAlrZE1ECS3DRRED, 42,253 MLES. 

33 FfSTAliJEDSE 3-DR (m\\ 11 ,683 MILES.M* ^35 

0? FBTA14ZEIK 5-DR RED, 14585 MLB. iy35 

00 FBTA14TM SME * 3-DR DIESEL. BUCK, 0,414MLESL.4Lt*-.—. Sy*5 

U FESTAldZEIEC 5-DR 1611 ALLOTS,TNtfiO, 1 7J»00 MLES.110,333 iyft 

0& FESTAU ZEIEC S 3-DR &EMRTS, B^COTH BLACK, 13,070 hllLES. iy35 

33 F*STAli3ZEIKS-Dfl. BUCK 1 tyflS KIILES. M& 

00 FISTA1JZE1EC 5-DR SUER, 10,313 KILES......M3 

10 FfSTAlJZETEC 5-DR MSICtt, 1y45 MLES................ Sy 35 

33 FESTAumWII 5-DR. RED IHTEFICf; EJL'rER, 14,368 RULES.... . 13,335 

33 VBIAlf 2EIEC53-DR SIREETPJO; &BMRTSLBLACK,11 1 477 IeILESL .SM3 Siy35 

00 FBSIAldIM DESB. IWII 5-DR. SILVER 15^000 KILES . £U4ft 


33 POCIStO ZEIEC 5-DR. BUCK 0J600 hILES.. .. 13,335 

07 POOPS i3 STi 3-DR. RED, 3*511 KILES... ... ay35 

33 POOPS UIM TY4III &DR 1 MJLLO^flMCED ^ SPORT RACK BLACt^ 1*551 KILES.3 aiyft 

10 POOPS RS330 HOI 1PIELPX1 +2PAO^S+ Bfl;ULTGREEH *&12MLES. a^35 


C-MAX 


0& C-llAXl jO ZEIEC 6-DR MLOtt, 270W KILES .M* iy 35 


$ 


MONDEO 


00 IIOIDEOlii TMZEIECS-DRIHUfDER 2*080 KILES.tt!,M a*335 

oo iiomo ii nrxsPdTS-DR, silver, so.aoo kiiles. i.!.. ay35 

30 Iiomo U TMIPH X SP0IT6-DR 7H DUD, Itflj BLACK, 6,118 KIILES.«. ay35 

30 IIOmtf4 TUXSPOtTS-DR SEA GFEV^ 6,225 KILES.ft,#3 

30 IIOIDeO U TI4PPIIX POtT TWES17IE, AUTO. DUD, m BLACK, m KILES.... ay 35 


to 


FOCUS 


KUGA 


H KRttM ITCWDZEECBLtfK EUJETCOni, 10,2® KILES. ay35 

H mm TDCI ZEIEC i'ADF+F! FDQ SILVER tl,374KIIL£S.... a0,3!5 

oo mm hhipii m n ipoc^p m, chlu «, mules. ... ay 35 


NON-FRANCHISE 


04 FOCPS ZEIEC 10 3-DR SILVER 56,080 KIILES..........!*#» M3 OIKOO Cl HYTIII 3-DR. BLACK, R982 KILES............... Sy 35 

03 POCIS U&LX5-DR FED, 22J043 KILESL. M* 07 REMIT CU0137SF0IT BLUE, 3^S67KILES.....SM?3 1^35 

03 POCStO ZEIECOII^IE3-DR.REARFOC,BLACK, 31,MULES. M3 00 FtHLIDfl idlDISEM). SATHA^J LEATHER BLUE, 5*466 KILES. a0,335 

30 POCIS UZEIK5-DR JEAR5 21(612 KIILES. 30 IIBCHIES CtK> KOIIFftESSOft EMIlMSLEffllEFi SILVffl, 11,500 hILES, MO . ai,3& 

37 POOPS 10 TDdSME DIESEL 62,115 KILES, 5-DR. GREY... £*,?& 34 POPSBE CAflIE U IWIKOIKS FULL LEATEER, SILVER 6^625 KIILES..IH»5 ay 35 


T. Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett, Klngewinford, DY6 8XB _ 

Telephone: 01384 282900 www.twallford.co.uk Motability Ford Direct 
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BARRATT UNVEILS 
DREAM PRICE FOR 
APARTMENTS IN 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
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YOU PAY £59,964 NOW 


Find the one that's right for you 


AND THE REST LATER* 

With ourflrst ffrne buyer's tdiome', kitsmi free Loans and deposits as Urw 
as uyn\ this realty could be the one for you. 

VMt Riifcn and you\i b» wvart *wh*t you **♦. Offering both 142 
btdrsdim apartment*, Futton gtm /on the appertun»y ts exported ct chk and 
tatfibrnbU &dn# ta ait of tfin regkn'i maitvibrant cJUna. Mdm apartment* 

bftnafli ircro*cura t*K n§ and prfv*» b*ittmiet,*Mt can:#*, bund*, 

UghtiMng? and »fully ImagrMad kitchen aU Inrtwdedl 


•^InVaoMwaiaar 'UmSfatiM5 seTi 



I b«*»Kn aparunenti WERE Cl0^,1 M NOW C?%fM 


3 fcodrogto ^ia rim anti WERE Cl 14,9 EC NOW 191.960 


Fusion 
Sun Str eat. 

Welvai-hamptor. WV11 kk 

Open Thursday - Saturday 10am - Spm 


or call 0844 811 99 33 

MrmilliHfHfanSttw, 1 
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Wednesfleld 
01902 732324 

Wlllcnhall 
01902 631151 

Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 

0121 505 1818 

Bllston 

01902 353578 
Scdglcy 

01902 686868 
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Reeds Rains 




Tile Estate Agent 
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At Property plus, we take the worry out of selling your home 
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residential letting agents 

www.rogers-partners.com tel: 01902 566666 
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SPORT 




Walsall’s Bar Sport manager Simon Moore hands over the new kit to 
Wolverhampton University rugby team member Jonathan Marsh, left 


MORE than 20 rugby shirts have 
been donated to Wolverhampton Uni¬ 
versity’s Rugby Club by a Walsall bar. 

Members of the sports club were 
presented with the new kit by Bar 
Sport manager Simon Moore. 

The Bridge Street bar spent almost 
£1,000 on the kit to support the team. 

Bar owner Malcolm Nicholls said: 
“We haven’t done much with the uni¬ 
versity before and we thought this 
would be a good opportunity to show 
our support. 

“They were really chuffed. They are 


really good quality shirts. Unfortu¬ 
nately university sports teams don’t 
always get much support so this was 
an opportunity for us to give them 
quality gear.” 

Rebecca Millar, Wolverhampton 
University’s Athletic Union sports co¬ 
ordinator, said: “This is absolutely 
fantastic. “The clubs rely on continued 
support from local businesses. It is 
really expensive in terms of kit and 
equipment. 

“It costs a few thousand pounds a 
year to run a small squad.” 


Steve Saville, right, is backed against the ropes 

Knockout ends 
Saville title shot 


BLACK COUNTRY lightweight Steve ‘Bomber’ 
Saville saw any chance of regaining his old Midland 
Area title evaporate at the Doncaster Dome on 
Friday night when he was counted out inside three 
rounds against serving Sleaford soldier Amir ‘Unzy’ 
Unsworth. 

Action in the opening round had proved close with 
both boxers looking to hook to the head. But, with 
honours looking even, Saville was sent over back¬ 
wards as the bell approached by a weighty right 
cross, a shot which opened a cut on the tattooed 
Wolverhampton man’s left eyebrow. 

Saville buckled down in the next, making up a 
little lost ground with a pair of consecutive lefts to 
the head and Unsworth, having found himself on the 
recieving end, returned to his corner nursing a 
bloodied nose. 

Stung by harsh words from his corner, the taller 
forces fighter emerged for the third with renewed 
vigour and Saville quickly found himself having to 
defend under fire against the ropes. He quickly 
found himself backed up once more and another sus¬ 
tained burst saw him drop to one knee. 

But, looking to beat the count of referee and 
former pro Michael Alexander, and having glanced 
over to his corner and seemingly nodded, he 
appeared to mistime things and was duly counted 
out in the act of rising by the Doncaster official. 


BOXING«ROUND-UP 


Oh brother! Hopes dashed 


STEVE Gethin could not find 
a way past Del Rogers to become 
the third boxing brother from 
his family to win a title after 
failing in his Midlands super 
featherweight bid. 

Leicester’s Del Rogers became 
the area champion at both feather 
and super feather after a points 
win on Monday night - and imme¬ 
diately vacated the belt. 

Rogers is holding out for a shot 
at the vacant English title, which 
appears increasingly likely to be 
against Cradley’s Chris Male at 
the end of February. 

And the scene of Monday’s bat¬ 
tleground, Birmingham’s Holiday 
Inn, could again be the venue. 

Male has been out since June 
after breaking his hand, but is 


now able to train fully again. It 
opened the door for Walsall’s 
Gethin to get a second shot at an 
area crown and Rogers, who 
stopped him on a cut inside four 
rounds at the same venue in Feb¬ 
ruary. 

Faded 

Older brother Darren was a 
Midlands champion at welter¬ 
weight, while younger sibling 
Martin - a vocal supporter at 
ringside last night - is the current 
English lightweight champion. 

Steve’s application showed that 
he expected this chance to be his 
last as he launched into ‘the Quiet 
Man,’ who kept his guard tight 
and looked to settle into the fight. 

While Rogers stepped it up, 
Gethin faded after the first round 


and that’s what cost him the fight, 
leaving him well behind on 
referee Terry O’Connor’s score- 
card halfway through the 10 
rounds. 

The beaten challenger said: 
“Del was that bit sharper than me 
on the night and did what he had 
to do, because I have been out for 
a bit it took me a while to figure 
him out.” 

Gethin was left with a small cut 
to the top of his nose and a split lip 
after the fight, with the referee 
giving the contest to Rogers by 
five rounds, 98-93. 

Another Black Country boxer 
who knew he had been in a fight 
was Dudley’s Dean Anderson, 
who came through a brutal six- 
rounder against debutant Chuck 
Jones at featherweight. 


McCauley demands rematch 


KEVIN McCauley was 
dethroned as Midlands champion 
after a close points call went 
against him at Coventry’s Hilton 
Hotel. 

Stourbridge’s McCauley was 
demanding a rematch by the time he 
got to the dressing room after Sean 
McKervey’s hand was raised at the 
final bell on Saturday night. 

That followed the outgoing cham¬ 
pion hurting his challenger after a 
barrage of shots in the third round, 
which left McKervey with five stitches 
and a perforated eardrum. 

A bruising battle went against the 
West Midlands fighter, who struggled 
in the later rounds with endurance. 
That was because McCauley had been 


struck down with flu the day before 
fight night. 

The snap in his punches deserted 
him in the final three rounds with 
McKervey, the busier despite his 
injury. 

It was a contentious point call, one 
that McCauley thought the referee 
was swayed into making by the crowd. 

He said: “I gave him the shot days 
after I won the title, hopefully he will 
give me a rematch in the same time 
frame. I thought I had done enough to 
keep the belt.” 

The two clashed in a see-saw battle 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall in 
October, which ended in a draw. 

But McCauley saw nothing that day 
to make him afraid of stepping into the 
ring again with the British Masters 


champion, who has given up his crown 
for a shot at the area title. 

McKervey has won seven out of 11 
fights but has never been past six 
rounds and has just the one stoppage 
on his record, over West Bromwich’s 
Wayne Downing in June. 

His ‘hell for leather’ style ensures 
his volume of punches is normally 
higher than his opponent but 
McCauley was adamant then that he 
wouldn’t crumble under the pressure. 

He said: “Look at his record, he’s 
never been 10 rounds and he’s never 
been in with anyone decent, apart 
from me. 

“He didn’t put a scratch on me last 
time, I have been in there with him 
and I know he can’t knock me out.” 

McCauley knew he would have to 


overcome a hostile crowd as well as the 
challenger, but did so to take the title 
from Ryan after going the full 10 
rounds in Derby. 

It’s a big risk for the champion, aged 
31, to put up the title on the road. 

He said: “I am the champion so 
really he should be coming here to 
fight me, but I am going over there on 
his home turf confident it won’t be a 
problem. 

“When I fought him last time, he 
had his crowd there and I didn’t, I only 
had a couple of people cheering me on 
at that show, but he still couldn’t beat 
me. 

“He was very confident of his abili¬ 
ties that day and he couldn’t get the 
job done, what makes him think he’s 
going to do it this time?” 


Bully pays tribute 
to Wolves saviour 


STEVE BULL has led the trib¬ 
utes to former Wolves chairman 
Dick Homden, who died last week. 

Homden, who served as Wolves 
chairman from 1986-88, passed away 
at his home in Dorrington, near 
Shrewsbury on Thursday. He was 
aged 78. 

The businessman paid a key role in 
the rebirth of Wolves, fronting a con¬ 
sortium with the Gallagher brothers, 
Wolverhampton Council and Asda to 
rescue the club in 1986 after the ill- 
fated Bhatti regime. 

An accountant based in Shrewsbury, 
he also acted as guarantor for the 
£64,000 Wolves paid to Albion for 
Bull’s historic move in November 1986 
that changed the fortunes of the club. 

Homden was joined in the rescue act 
by Jack Harris, who became joint 
chairman. 

Recovery 

And the duo sowed the seeds of the 
club’s recovery, first appointing 
Graham Turner as manager and the 
signing of several players — including 
Bull - who led the club through two 


and role as vice-president, said Wolves While Homden departed later that 

owe a huge debt of gratitude to year, Harris continued to serve on the 
Homden for the part he played in the board alongside new owner Sir Jack 
club’s revival. Hayward, while Harris’ son John was a 

“Dick and Jack Harris put their director from 1990-2004. 
hands in their pockets for myself and And Harris jnr said Homden enjoyed 

Andy Thompson so the club owes them his part in the club’s revival, 
a big thank you,” said Bull. “Dick and my dad enjoyed their time 

“He was a lovely bloke and a gentle- working together despite the start 
man - a top man. He’d have a laugh coming at a time when the club was in 
and a joke with you but he knew when such a bad state,” he said. Dick Homden 

to be serious. “I remember when the club was 

Memory taken over my dad was just given a ing guy and I was very sad to hear the 

* bunch of keys to open it up. news of his death.” 






“I think him and Jack Harris only 


“They brought in Graham Turner He left a wife Gillian, and six chil- 


ever came into the dressing room a who went on to become such a great dren - Carol, Russell, Richard, 
couple of times to say what was hap- manager and also had to g uara ntee the Jonathan, Stephen and Beverley, 
penrng to the club and that they were investment on the purc h aS e of Bully Homden is the second former Wolves 

“But the tSee of them - Dick Jack and Thommo (Andy Thompson). chairman to have passed away 

mu me tnree 01 tnem liick, oacK 1IT , wprp c, nrnp mpat timpQ and recently following the death of Harry 
and Tony Gallagher - helped the club taere were some great times and J 

to its feet and helped us to get up the they had a lot of fun. Dick was a smash- iviarsnau. 


Cheers! Rugby lads kitted out 


Bull’s fondest memory of Homden 
was after the Sherpa Van Trophy final 
victory over Burnley in 1988. 

“That was a great time and reflected 
what we were at the time — a real 
family club,” he said. 

“We stayed in London after the game 


divisions and the Sherpa Van Trophy and had a big reception in our hotel. 


success at Wembley in 1988. 

Bull, who went on to become the 
club’s record scorer with 306 goals 
before having a stand named after him 


“Dick didn’t say anything as such 
because he was a humble man who 
kept himself to himself but he enjoyed 
himself.” 
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BOXING: 
Knockout 
ends Saville 
title shot 
- page 51 



RUGBY: 
University 
players 
kitted out 
- page 51 


NO DEFENCE FOR 
WOLVES SICKENER 


MOLINEUX UPDATE 
with TIM SPIERS 


WOLVES boss Mick McCarthy was left 
“angry and disappointed” after his side 
capitulated to a demoralising 3-0 defeat at 
Blackburn. 

Michael Mancienne became McCarthy’s 
latest injury victim on a miserable afternoon 
in the freezing North West, which initially left 
Wolves rock bottom of the table before West 
Ham’s 1-0 reverse against Sunderland the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

Defensive errors were the bane of Wolves once 
more as a reshuffled backline failed to cope with a 
Blackburn side smarting from a 7-1 thrashing at Old 
Trafford a week earlier. 

Despite the emphatic defeat Wolves actually 
started brightly and twice nearly took the lead in the 
opening minutes. 

They were then desperately unlucky not to make 
it 1-0 when Stephen Ward, playing in an unaccus¬ 
tomed midfield role with so many regulars out 
injured, side-footed a Matt Jarvis cross onto the post. 

Clipped 

Before Blackburn could clear their lines, Kevin 
Foley slipped to Ronald Zubar whose rasping left¬ 
footed effort crashed off the underside of the bar and 
then clipped the far post. 

Alas, that was as good as it got for Wolves who 
were soon under the cosh at the other end. 

Rovers took the lead in the 29th minute when a 
corner was nodded across goal by Ryan Nelsen and, 
despite a despairing dive from Kevin Doyle, David 
Dunn’s header crossed the line. 

By half time it was 2-0 when former Wolves and 
West Brom striker Jason Roberts broke clear, held 
off Steven Mouyokolo and laid off to Brett Emerton, 
who smashed into the roof of the net. 

Sylvan Ebanks-Blake replaced Mouyokolo at half 
time as McCarthy went for broke, but just 10 
minutes later it was game over. 

Morten Gamst Pedersen curled a free kick into the 
danger area and Nelsen flicked past Wayne Hen¬ 
nessey. 

Doubt 

By this point the injured Mancienne had been 
replaced by Stephen Hunt and the Irish substitute 
nearly pulled a goal back, with Robinson palming his 
volley wide. 

After the game McCarthy said a mounting injury 
list shouldn’t be blamed for his team’s wretched 
form. 

“We’ve just had a bad day defending that’s for 
sure,” he added. 

“I’m angry and disappointed we have conceded 
goals like we have today. 

“We’ve just got to keep going and working at it.” 

Wolves now face a derby double-header, with 
Birmingham visiting Molineux this Sunday (12) 
before McCarthy takes his side to take on West 
Bromwich Albion a week later (Sunday 19). 

Mancienne (knee) is a doubt for the game, as are 
David Edwards (thigh) and David Jones (foot), while 
Karl Henry, Jody Craddock, Michael Kightly and 
Adlene Guedioura are long-term absentees. 

WOLVES WOMEN 

WOLVES Women’s away game at Rotherham 
which was scheduled for Sunday (5) was postponed 
due to the freezing conditions. This makes it a 
second successive weekend without action for 
Wolves, after the home fixture with Northampton 
(Nov 28) also fell victim to the weather. 



Mick McCarthy stands dejected at full time Blackburn Rovers' David Dunn (left) scores the opening goal of the game 



Kevin Doyle and Christopher Samba 

Stephen Ward and Phil Jones of Blackburn Rovers battle for the ball 



Harry Cartwright with singer Robert Plant, who 
has backed his locomotive naming campaign 

Happy Harry 
is going loco 
in Wolves bid 

A TEENAGE Wolves fan’s plan to see a locomo¬ 
tive named after his beloved football club is gath¬ 
ering steam after he secured the support of Led 
Zeppelin star Robert Plant. 

Harry Cartwright, aged 14, of Warstones Road, 
Penn, Wolverhampton, has been asking GB Rail- 
freight to name a train after the club since April. 

Train company bosses considering his request 
said his chances would be boosted if he persuaded 
Plant to agree to go to an official unveiling cere¬ 
mony. 

Harry’s father Daniel , aged 40, said that 
Harry had spoken to Plant at the Wolves-Arsenal 
match last month - and the star said he would 
support the campaign if his schedule allowed. 

The schoolboy’s campaign has attracted more 
than 1,100 supporters on his Facebook group, 
Join If You Want To Name ALoco Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. 


Juniors 


LEAGUE tables for the final preliminary rounds 
of the Wolverhampton Primary Schools four-a-side 


competition have now 

been completed. 


Results are as follows: 

League Five 

P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

East Park 

4 

4 

0 

0 

17 

5 

12 

Field View 

4 

3 

0 

1 

14 

9 

10 

Giffard 

4 

2 

0 

2 

9 

6 

8 

Rake Gate 

4 

1 

0 

3 

5 

12 

6 

St Patrick's 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

14 

4 

League Six 

Edward Elder 

5 

4 

0 

1 

14 

10 

13 

Warstones 

5 

3 

2 

0 

10 

3 

13 

St Anthony's RC5 

2 

1 

2 

11 

10 

10 

Oak Meadow 

5 

2 

1 

2 

10 

10 

10 

Wilkinson 

5 

1 

2 

2 

8 

10 

9 

Bantock 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

15 

5 

League Seven 

St Jude's 

4 

4 

0 

0 

15 

3 

12 

Hill Avenue 

4 

3 

0 

1 

11 

8 

10 

Wode 

4 

2 

0 

2 

5 

7 

8 

Lanesfield 

4 

1 

0 

3 

3 

10 

6 

St Luke's 

4 

0 

0 

4 

1 

12 

4 


(3pts for a win, 2pts for a draw, lpt for a loss) 

The seven preliminary rounds have been com¬ 
pleted. The following teams have qualified for the 
finals on February 4 - St. Michael's RC, Fallings 
Park, Villiers, Bhylls Acre, East Park, Edward the 
Elder, St. Jude's. The following schools qualify as the 
teams with the best games played/goals scored ratio: 
Stow Heath, Field View and Hill Avenue. 


The Wolverhampton Chronicle, A Midland News Associa¬ 
tion Ltd., publication, printed by the company at Ketley, 
Telford. Thursday, December 9, 2010 
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BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

■ West St, Stafford Rd (A449), Wolverhampton WVI0 6HT 
- Bridge Street, Wednesbury W510 OAH 
Browse online: www.brindley:hevrolet.co.uk 


Telephone: 0B442 494266 
Telephone: 0B443 723154 
Calls charged at local rate. 


enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 

enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 


Motability 


OrrKM CHEVROLET riJEL CONSUMPTION rKiIJRE'j'jPARXll) URBAN 42.ii, EXTRA URBAN D7.L COMBINED EE.4,CO2110 0/KM. 

1 .■ J i: CKh once- tajyt.. LU deposit, snKfjnt.to-hnsnee: LtLI'J:-.. irrtcfoet.tfisf^es: L'J :*jJ montfif , / , ps'^mcnts: Lljy.yj, Lveofif^p a^ment. U J jy, tot ii smeAjntp LbJyy.iJJ. AH K CfIttvpnc st.rnctjfl'ic pant.cwtr Hcturo for 

iflLKtTEtion city. Offer dijde-: uSa/rcfc-t.':- yea 1 ja-omi-se-. iVink' ctodi-s I' t_"■'i. 1 ':- aofioensedacdtj&iofier:. hnsoce'SLJ&jeot.to stotus. lefims aid ran dti one :flty. VUitJcnddEaf-: n»i rcque-tf. 


SPARK 1.0 PLUS 

ONLY 


0 % 

OVER 5YRS 


PER WEEK 


nFPfKIT 


IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIH^ 

The Cheurulet range designed for the real world. 

At very realistic prices. Standard cm all mudels: 

‘ POWER STEERING * DU AL AlR BAGS * ABS BRAKING SYSTEM 
* CENTRAL LOCKING * TINTED GLASS * CD PLAYER CHEVROLET 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET^ 

__ > 
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BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 



Captiva: A unique mix 
the versatility of an 
SUV and the style and 
practicality of a family car 


CAPTIVA 2.0 VCDiLTB SEAT FWD 



liiduck*?: 12 man Lli road La:^ l-oy lam [ft; faiaf 
raiL, I /" allays C_ LV m |i J, Ha If laaLlia i (.luhia 
ojiiLral. UimalacanLiat blacLunic ^Lability 
uJiiLral [av.}, Lai I alarm 


save £ 6,355 

^AGAINST LIST PRICE _ * _^ 



CAPTIVA 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^ 


The Chevrolet range is designed fur the real wurld. 
At very realistic prices. Standard un all mudels: 


■ POWER STEERING * DUAL AIR BAGS * ABS BRAKING SYSTEM 
* CENTRAL LOCKING ‘TINTED GLASS * CD PLAYER 



CHEVROLET 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

enquiries@brindleychevrol et.co.uk 
enquirieB.chsvrolet@brindley.biz 

• Motability 

OFFICIAL C HEVRG LET FUEL tONSU MPTIO N FIGURES CAPTIVA RANG E (MP3. L RIAN 23 .5 -32.1, EXTRA- URBAN 3 B,7-45.6, COMB IN E D 31,7-39 2, [02191-22 5G/IIM. 

Chwrold 10 yen LT FflP ±;i>!S, Sile |*1« =IS,v W.TaM s.T.iM fcfdillc |^rt £440 cjti/t.Ott* «d>i>le Choroid E yar |rarrf:c. While stocks Lii. Pkbir-s fcr 11 ■ Ertr.Ttt:- n on^. 

We /n loarosl crslltlrokers. Prices kik>I« ,il |*etf 01s lY-an ,ir>l jk cot red .* time orrjoh^to |tos. 


■ West 5t, Stafford Rri (A449), Wolverhampton WV10 SHT 

■ Bridge Street, WednesburyWSIO OAH 
Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk 


Telephone: 08442 494266 
Telephone: 08443 723154 
Calls charged at local rate. 
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BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 



Aveo:The 
pryLtiLi.il 
partner for 
real life. 


AVE0 1.2 LS 5dr 


0 % 

OVER 5YRS 


ONLY 


£36 


PER WEEK 


•« FREE ••• 

3 year Service Plan Package 

3 services/30,000 miies 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll^ 


The Chevrolet range designed for the real world. 
At very realistic prices. Standard on all models: 


* POWER STEERING * DUAL AIR BAGS * ABS BRAKING SYSTEM 
‘ CENTRAL LOCKING ‘TINTED GLASS ‘CD PLAYER 



CHEVROLET 


BRINDLEY CHEVROLET 

enquiries@brindleychevrolet.co.uk 
enquiries.chevrolet@brindley.biz 

• Motability 


■ West St, Stafford Rri (A449), Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
- Bridge Street, WednesburyW510 OAH 
Browse online: www.brindleychevrolet.co.uk 


Telephone: 08442 494266 
Telephone: 08443 723154 
Calls charged at local rate. 
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